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At the Cross 
By Ida A. Guirey 


KNOW a place where mercy waits 
To answer every call, 
Where wounded hands are reaching out 
In wondrous love to all— 
A place where sinsick hearts are healed, 
And broken hearts made whole— 
’Tis at the cross where Jesus gave 
Himself for every soul. 


I know a place of shelter sweet 
Where all is peace and joy, 

No foe can reach the spirit there 
Nor earthly cares annoy— 

A hallowed place where glory waits 
The seeking soul to greet, 

And troubled hearts their burdens lose— 
Down low at Jesus’ feet. 


Miller on Preaching 


Aims that George Miiller of Bristol, 
England, set for himself in preaching 
would be worthy of any preacher in any 
era. He was best known as the founder 
and director of the orphan homes, but 
he was also greatly blessed in his Gospel 
preaching and Bible exposition. Here 
were his goals: “To preach the Gospel 
in the simplest way possible, that per- 
sons might understand how the blessing 
which sinners receive through faith 


in Christ is to be obtained; to try to 
impart to the children of God a knowl- 


edge of their standing in Christ; to bring 
Christians back to the Scriptures, to 
urge them to try everything by the Word 
of God, and to value that only which 
will stand the test; to aim at the removal 
of sectarianism, and to promote brotherly 
love amongst Christians; to strengthen 
real faith and trust in the living God; to 
seek to lead Christians to more real sep- 
aration from the world; and to strive to 
lead the Church of God to look for the 
second coming of Christ as her great 
hope—these were the particular objects 
he had in view.”1 These would be cal- 
culated to build up a strong, vital local 
assembly, founded on the Bible. 





1From “George Miiller—The Modern Apostle 
of Faith,” by Frederick G. Warne. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 1898, out of 


print.) 
Righteous Rulers 


Righteous rulers are a fnarvelous 
blessing to any nation. Jehoshaphat, as 
the Sunday school lesson in this issue 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes shows, was 
not perfect; he made some mistakes, but 
by and large he “sought to the Lord God 
of his father, and walked in his com- 
mandments” (2 Chron. 17:4), He brought 
the people of Judah “back unto the Lord 
God of their fathers” (19:4). He warned 
the officials he appointed, “Take heed 


what ye do: for ye judge not for man, 
but for the Lord” (v. 6). What a con- 
trast is seen in the twentieth century 
leaders of the three greatest nations 
on earth, who, as revealed in’ the US. 
State Department’s recently released 
Yalta record, sat, down casually to re- 
shape the globe in an atmosphere of 
levity, thick with tobacco smoke, and, 
on one occasion at least, saturated with 
forty-five toasts! Time magazine (March 
28, 1955), in commenting on the fact that 
the peace was lost at Yalta before World 
War II was won, says, in part: “From 
beginning to end of the Yalta record 
there is an almost total absence of rec- 
ognition that justice is the only enduring 
restraint upon power, the only basis 
for order.” .Could it have been that the 
secret of the mistakes and failures at 
Yalta had its roots in the indifference 
and failure of Christians in the lands 
represented, who sinned against the Lord 
in ceasing to pray for those in authority? 
(1 Sam. 12:23.) Heavy problems and 
far-reaching decisions in world affairs 
are still before our leaders. Let us take 
heed afresh of the exhortation that “first 
of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 


“Arthur Rendle Short: Surgeon 
and Christian’ 


By Ernest Gordon 


the descriptive subtitle to a biog- 
raphy of Dr. Rendle Short,! His 
biographers are physicians who appre- 
ciate his greatness in both classifications, 
The Lancet (British medical journal) 
said of him, “He was a general surgeon 


6G the dese and Christian”—such is 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:20). 

















in the best sense of the word and, as a 
diagnostician, he yielded place to none.” 
He was of the class of Horsley and Crile. 
For thirty-three years he was active 
not only in the practice and theory of 
surgery, but in teaching, writing, edit- 
ing medical works, and in research. In 
the back of this biography are three 
pages of titles of his monographs on 





1“Arthur Rendle Short: Surgeon and Chris- 
tian.” By Messrs. Capper and Johnson. (Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions, 
London, W.C. 1. May be had from Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1444 North Astor, 
Chicago 10; $2.50.) 
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the most abstruse medical subjects. As 
editor of the Institute of Prognosis and 
for thirty-four years co-editor of the 
Medical Annual, he had the immense 
task of keeping up to date in all fields 
of medical literature. His textbook, “The 
New Physiology in Surgery and Medi- 
cal “Practice,” has been translated into 
German; his “Synopsis of Physiology,” 
is much used in university instruction. 

In addition Dr. Short was a consum- 
mate medical teacher in the University 
of Bristol, who trained a whole genera- 
tion of students for the profession. His 
was certainly a crowded, useful life. 
One is amazed that there could be a 
single quarter hour in his day for any- 
thing else. 

Yet his medical activities were but 
half of his career. His Christian activ- 
ities were so varied and so extensive 
as to have been a lifework in them- 
selves, 

Bristol, in the West of England, is best 
known to Christians as the home of 
George Miiller’s orphanages. Here God’s 
faithfulness has been tested and proved 
for over a century. And what a test! 
Twenty-three times in two consecutive 
years they began the day with insuffi- 
cient funds to provide for the day’s 
meals. But food and funds invariably 
arrived in time! So did helpers. So 
did buildings. - During Miiller’s lifetime, 
ten thousand orphans passed through the 
homes and the orphanage has outlived 
its founder by fifty years. 

Miiller was of the Brethrén. So was 
Dr. Barnardo, another great friend of 
orphans; and Dan Crawford, mission- 
ary in Luanza; and the great New Tes- 
tament scholar, S. P. Tregelles; and Sir 
William Dobbie of Malta siege fame. So, 
too, was Dr, Rendle Short. This little 
group has a thousand missionaries on 
the foreign field. Litterateurs like Ed- 
mund Gosse (in “Father and Son”) and 
George Moore (in “Esther Waters”) have 
thought it a comely thing to poke fun 
at their piety. Dr. Short’s reply to them 
is sufficient: “They [the Brethren] have 
made missionaries, philanthropists, and 
those best of God’s ministers on earth, 
holy, devoted fathers and mothers, They 
have made men to whom the whole 
world is under obligation. They are 
deep-based, rock-ribbed in the face of 
Jesus Christ and the revealed will of 
God.” Dr. Short wrote their defense in 
“The Principles of Christians Called 
‘Open Brethren’” (now out of print). 
He insisted that official Christendom has, 
at various points in its history, deviated 
from the apostolic standards. The rem- 
edy, he believed, is to form local 
churches as near as possible to those 
simple communities described in the 
New Testament. 

He illustrated his thought as follows: 
“If you want a sample of pure drinking 
water from the Thames, it is useless to 
take it below Reading or Oxford. You 
must go above the point where the 








stream has been defiled by human habi- 
tation. An attentive reading of the New 
Testament will reveal that each church 
was at first locally self-governing, led 
not by a single minister but. by elders, 
and allowing all to take part by the 
Spirit’s leading. They had but two ordi- 
nances, baptism of believers and the 
Lord’s Supper. Great stress was laid 


on holiness of life and vigorous evange- _ 


lism. : 

“The Church is the life of God in the 
soul of man”—nothing else! 

So during his whole lifetime, Dr. Short 
was a lay preacher of the Brethren with 
the greatest willingness to co-operate 
with all Christians. Thus he memorized 
portions of the English prayer book and 
used them in extemporary prayer; dur- 
ing the period between the two wars, 
he organized for. the candidates of the 
Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society 
(of the State Church) courses in ele- 
mentary medicine, tropical medicine, 
surgery, and casualty work, himself do- 
ing much of the teaching. He operated 
without charge on Christian ministers 
of all connections. Missionaries on fur- 
lough paid, in addition, nursing-home 
fees absurdly small. Medical mission- 
aries going abroad were commonly told 
to go to the instruments department of 
Ferris and Company and charge to him 
what they needed. To one medical mis- 
sionary unable to study tropical medi- 
cine he said, “I myself took the course 
in tropical medicine some years ago. 
If you can come to my home every Tues- 
day evening for an hour, I will take 
you through my notes. . It will be better 
than nothing.” 

His biographers say of him: “He kept 
himself every day to the task of doing 
everything in his power—writing, speak- 
ing, committee work, organization, advice, 
financial support, and prayer—to fur- 
ther the simple words that have done so 
much to regenerate mankind, ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel.” Missionary Study Circles in the 
universities, first started by Mott and 
Wilder, received great impetus from Dr. 
Short. He held conferences each year 
in Scottish and English universities, was 
constant contributor to Links of Help, 
a missionary magazine that he helped 
to start, and wrote ‘A Modern Experi- 
ment in Apostolic Missions.’ ” 

On the home field he was equally ac- 
tive. In his early days he gave Chris- 
tian testimony in the villages, walking 
many miles, as a boy of seventeen, from 
village to village. Many of these little 
groups became assemblies of the Breth- 
ren which he continued to visit to the 
end of his days. All his life he invari- 
ably preached Sunday evenings, and 
often on Sunday afternoons as well, For 
many years he conducted a Bible class 
for men in a mean and depraved part 
of the city, thirty weeks in the year, 
and “was :amazed at the avidity with 
which they received exposition of books 
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which would seem little to interest them, 
as First Peter.” Stories are told of, the 
fruit of this work. He was a speaker 
for the Bible Sagiety; also- in factory 
meetings, as at the Fry Chocolate and 
Bristol Airplane factories. 

His major Christian testimony, how- 
ever, was to university students, having 
spent his whole life in touch with this 
class. Of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, he was an active promoter. 
Little groups were rising in the uni- 
versities of Bristol, Exeter, Glasgow, 
Birmingham. “It is certainly a fact,” he 
wrote, “that a genuine work of God, like 


(Continued on page 316) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Foreign Prices of Books 
Mentioned in the Times 
As my copy of the Times arrived this 
morning, I sat down to read. Almost 
at once I came across a book notice, 
with the price quoted in English 
money. And what I had said a thou- 
sand times, I said again, “Why quote 
prices in a foreign tongue?” Many do 
not understand the terms for English 
money. Why not quote prices in our 
own money?—A Washington reader. 
There are two reasops why the Trmes 
has followed the practice of giving, in 
the terms of foreign currency, prices of 
certain books published abroad. One is 
that there is no agency known to us 
here in America where these books may 
be purchased with American money. 
Some foreign publishers do have agen- 
cies in the United State§ and in such 
cases the Times gives the name of the 
agency and quotes the price in dollars 
and cents. But where we know of no 
such agency we have no recourse but 
to give the price in foreign currency. 
A second reason for quoting prices in 
foreign currency is that the rate of ex- 
change varies from time to time, and 
even if the TrmeEs were to give the equiv- 
alent in United States money quoted 
at the time any particular issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHOoL TIMEs goes to press, this 
price would not necessarily hold even 
until that.issue would get into the hands 
of our readers. It might, therefore, 
cause no end of confusion and difficulty. 
In most cases, readers will find that 
they can obtain from their post office 
a foreign money order for the amount 
of foreign currency that they specify, 
and when such a money order is pur- 
chased the post office will state the cost 
in dollars and cents that is then effec- 
tive, and which must be paid to obtain 
such a money order. It is believed that 
the use of such money orders in pur- 
chasing books published in foreign coun- 
tries will be found to be the most con- 
venient and efficient way of obtaining 
any of the foreign books desired, 
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Lesson for May 1 





A challenging message for present-day believers 
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“The righteous shall flourish like 
the palm tree; he shall grow like 
a cedar in Lebanon” (Psa. 92:12). 


Tris palm tree of the Orient fur- 
nishes an apt figure to portray the 
child of God. The ancient psalm- 
ist, in employing this familiar symbol, 
could scarcely have used a better or 
more striking image to picture the ex- 
perience of one who has God as a real- 
ity in his experience and the source of 
his delight. 

A thing of superlative beauty in those 
genial climes where nature seems to 
have set her court and summons around 
her a galaxy of flowers, fruits, and trees, 
the palm tree towers above them all, 
tall, straight, its crown adorned with a 
verdant canopy of waving plumes, a 
lovely thing by day and night, whether 
flashing in the sunlight or silvery in the 
moonlight. Likewise the Christian is to 
be beautiful in the virtues and excel- 
lencies of Christ. Tall, erect, not 
gnarled or twisted, like Satan the 
“crooked serpent” (Isa. 27:1, A.S.V.) or 
the “crooked” generation of sinners 
among whom the Christian is to “shine 
as lights” (Phil. 2:15), the believer is 
to be upright and heavenly minded, set- 
ting his affections on things above 
“where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God” (Col, 3:1-4). 

Not only is the palm tree a thing of 
beauty, it is a thing of great utility as 
well. The Hindus reckon it has 360 dis- 
tinct uses. Its shadow shelters, and its 
fruit refreshes. It grows in the desert, 
but remains unwithered in the midst of 
the dearth and drought, when no rain 
falls and the heavens are brass. It 
brings rest to the weary desert trav- 
eler, as the threescore and ten palm 
trees and twelve springs of water did to 
Israel at Elim (Exod. 15:27). Likewise 
the Christian is to be as a palm tree, 
beautiful and useful for his Lord in 
manifold ways. 

In Psalm 92, God’s ancient anointed 
singer presents a portrait of a palm-tree 
Christian: 


I. THe PatM-TreE CHRISTIAN WILL 
Be FILLeD WITH PRAISE (vs. 1-4) 
Like the psalmist, he will begin his 
song on the right note—the note of 
praise. This is where all: true worship 
and work for God must begin. 


1. The palm-tree Christian will real- 
ize the value of praising God (vs. 1-3). 
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy 
name, O most High” (v. 1). It is a good 
thing physically, it will act as a tonic 
to the body. It is a good thing emo- 





It is interesting to note that the 
Ninety-second Psalm, which is the 
subject of Dr. Unger’s study, bears 
the title, “A Psalm or Song for the 
Sabbath Day.” Another Psalm, the 
Seventy-third, also deals with the 
question of the apparent prosperity 
of the wicked, and it was the expe- 
rience of the psalmist that he was 
plagued and pained and puzzled until 
he went into the sanctuary of God. 
Then he understood their end. Only 
in the presence of God, in worship 
and adoration and praise, can the 
child of God have the right per- 
spective. 

Dr. Unger is Professor of Old Tes- 
tament at Dallas Theological Sem- 

inary. 








tionally, it will prove a medicine to the 
soul. It is a good thing spiritually, it 
will refresh the spirit. The whole man 
will be benefited by praising God. We 
thank men when they oblige us. How 
much more ought we to bless the Lord 
when He benefits us! 


“It is a good thing . . , to sing praises 
to thy name, O most High.” Silent 
praise is good. Vocal praise is better. 
Nature itself instructs us to glorify God 
in song. The birds sing, the brook war- 
bles as it flows, the wind whistles as it 
blows. Shall not ransomed man praise God 
in holy song? Every redeemed soul knows 
how wonderful it is to join in the vocal 
praises of God’s people, as they lift 
heart and voice “in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and* making 
melody” in his hearf unto God (Eph. 
5:19). 

“It is a good thing . . . to show forth 
thy lovingkindness in the morning and 
thy faithfulness every night” (v. 2). 
Praise is suitable for any hour of ‘the 
day or night. But it is peculiarly ap- 
propriate for the beginning of the day. 
Early morning devotions have a special 
freshness and charm. As the day is love- 
liest when it first opens its eyelids, 
bathed in sunlight and begemmed with 
dew, and every feathery creature of 
meadow and woodland is alive with song, 
so it is eminently suitable that, with 
bodies refreshed by repose and with 
heart and harp silent throughout the 
night, we should be eager once more to 
join the chosen choir that ceaselessly 
adores the most High. 


Moreover, as the appetite is keen in 
consequence of the fast of the night and 
men enjoy physical food in the morning, 
so the soul ought likewise have keen 
desire for spiritual sustenance as a new 
day dawns. And God Himself seems to 
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make an early distribution of the day’s 
manna, which tastes more sweet if 
gathered early and which vanishes as the 
sun gets hot (Exod. 16:21). 


The psalmist realizes, however, that it 
is not only a good thing to show forth 
God’s lovingkindness “in the morning,” 
but His “faithfulness every night” (v. 
2). As no hour is too early for praise, 
so no time is too late. “Every night,” 
cloudy or clear, moonlight or dark, calm 
or tempestuous, is an occasion for sing- 
ing beautiful “songs in the night” (Job 
35:10), as are all songs that magnify 
God’s faithfulness, but especially those 
born in the dark experiences of faith. 


Every conceivable kind of instrument 
embodying the whole range of music is 
Suitable for praising the most High. 
The ancient poet mentions three lovely 
instruments of his day, the “instrument 
of ten strings,” “the psaltery,” and the 
ever-popular “harp” or lyre. To this 
list we may add the whole gamut of 
modern musical instruments together 
with the compositions of the great mas- 
ters—Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, as well as 
the simple Gospel hymns and choruses 
of our day. But the noble music of the 
masters is only a splendid garment upon 
a corpse if it is rendered without devo- 
tion to God, and the Gospel chorus is 
but a cheap ditty if not sung in the spirit 
of true adoration and worship. 

2. The palm-tree Christian will con- 
fess God as the source of his joy and 
triumph (v. 4). “For thou, Lord, hast 
made me glad through thy work: I will 
triumph in the works of thy hands.” 
It is natural for the psalmist to sing 
because he was glad, and to sing unto 
the Lord, because his gladness ‘sprang 
from Him and the contemplation of His 
works. Jesus could say, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work” (John 
5:17). Whether we consider God’s work 
in creation or providence, we shall find 
ample reason for rejoiting. But when 
we review God’s work in redemption, 
we shall discover boundless cause for 
praise. It is when the soul contemplates 
what Christ is and what He has done 
for the believer that it can shout: “I 
will triumph in the work of thy hands.” 


Il. THe PaALM-TREE CHRISTIAN WILL 
Be FortiFriep sy Fartu (vs. 5-11) 

If the believer is to be filled with 
praise, he must first be fortified by faith. 
Unless we believe God and repose our 
confidence in His unfailing Word, we 
shall find ourselves complaining when 
the pathway becomes steep, discouraged 
when difficulties are encountered, and 
unthankful when times of testing come. 

1. The palm-tree Christian will be- 
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lieve in God’s omnipotence and om- 
niscience (vs. 5, 6). His heartfelt and 
unshakeable conviction is: “O Lord, how 
great are thy works! and thy thoughts 
are very deep” (v. 5). Because his eyes 
are illuminated by faith, he can see all 
nature as a grand manifestation of the 
power and wisdom of God. By faith he 
sees God in each blade of grass in the 
field, in each flower of the meadow, in 
each star in the heavens. He hears God 
in the thundering voice of the water- 
fall and in the song of the lark. He 
feels God in the soft breeze of the sum- 
mer night, in the genial rays of the 
spring sun, in the warm spring showers 
that strike his face and awaken a sleep- 
ing earth to life. 

To the man of faith God becomes a 
thrilling reality. He begins to know the 
great divine Architect of the universe, 
who not only possesses infinite wisdom 
to initiate but infinite power to con- 
summate. When meditating upon the 
divine power, the psalmist’s mind soars 
in the expanse of the starry heavens 
and cries out, “How great!” When pon- 
dering over the divine wisdom his 
thoughts descend to the bottom of the 
sea,-and he shouts, “How deep!” 

But he realizes the unbeliever experi- 
ences none of the thrill of knowing God. 
“A brutish man knoweth not; neither 
doth a fool understand this” (v. 6). This 
is the Word of God’s pronouncement 
upon the unbeliever, whether the learned 
scientist or philosopher or the illiter- 
ate savage, “a man-brute” (so is the He- 
brew expression) and a “fool.” And a 
man must be a saint or a mere animal. 
His type must be the adoring seraph or 
the ungrateful swine. When men will 
not see what God has made so plain to 
be seen in Creation and in Redemption, 
they are like the beasts that perish. They 
are brute-men, a far more degraded con- 
dition than brute beasts, because their 
condition is of their own choosing. 

2. The palm-tree Christian will believe 
in the inevitable doom of the wicked 
(vs. 7-9). He does not foolishly allow 
himself to distrust God’s goodness or 
doubt His justice by the prosperity of 
ungodly men, who are to be blasted. 
“When the wicked spring as the grass,” 
quickly, luxuriantly, coming to full 
growth in a day, “and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish; it is 
that they may be destroyed for ever” 
¢v. 7. ‘ 

Nothing can prove a more serious bar- 
rier to Christian health and growth in 
grace than fastening one’s attention on 
the apparent prosperity of evil men, and 
at the same time letting one’s eyes stray 
from beholding God’s infinite justice and 
His sure punishment of all evildoers, The 
psalmist kept his faith fresh and his spir- 
itual stamina vigorous in contemplation 
of the truth that the wicked spring as 
the grass only to “be destroyed for ever.” 

3. The palm-tree Christian will believe 
in the vindication and reward of the 
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righteous (vs. 10, 11). The poet is think- 
ing about the powerful wild ox of an- 
tiquity, a ferocious animal with huge 
horns, that early became extinct, but 
which is now made familiar to us through 
representations on the monuments of 
early Assyrian emperors. “But my horn 
shall thou exalt, like the horn of an 
unicorn [wild ox]” (v. 10). Pay day 
will come some day! God will then re- 
ward the righteous and vindicate their 
wrongs by the punishment of the wicked. 

Meanwhile the psalmist could claim a 
fresh anointing of God’s Spirit. “I shall 
be anointed with fresh oil.” He could 
also embrace the promise of Psalm 23:5, 
“Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies.” “Mine eye 
also shall see my desire of mine en- 
emies, and mine ears shall hear my de- 
sire of the wicked that rise up against 
me” (v. 11). 


III. THe PaLM-TREE CHRISTIAN WILL 
BE FAVORED WITH PROSPERITY (vs. 12-14) 


He may be a strange paradox—“as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things” 
(2 Cor. 6:10). Nevertheless he will al- 
ways be truly prosperous. 

1. The palm-tree Christian will flour- 
ish and grow (v. 12). “The righteous 
shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon (v. 12). 
The palm tree is queen of the trees in 
the plain. The cedar is king on the 
mountain slope. Both are excellent pic- 
tures of the believer. Although slow of 
growth, they are extremely durable. 
Their continuance for centuries is in 
fine contrast with the transitory verdure 
of the meadow, which, like the unbe- 
lieving, is soon blasted by the sun and 
wind. 

The stately palm standing erect, send- 
ing all its strength straight upward in 
one bold column, and growing amid the 
dearth of the desert is a lovely portrayal 
of the godly man, who aims only at 
the glory of God, and, independent of 
outward circumstances, is, by divine 
grace, made to live and thrive where 
all things else perish. The noble cedar 
on the ‘mountain height, unsheltered 
from the stormy blast, also illustrates 
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the child of God, who, under all ad- 
versities, retains the joy of salvation and 
continues to make progress in the divine 
life. 

2. The palm-tree Christian will be 
planted in God’s house and will bring 
forth fruit in old age (vs. 13, 14). Like 
a palm tree planted within the holy pre- 
cincts of the Temple, and thus’ guarded 
and tended, prospered and produced 
abundant fruit, those “that be planted 
in the house of the Lord shall flourish 


in the courts of our God. They shall’ 


bring forth fruit in old age; they shall 
be fat and flourishing.” 

The date palm lives to be several hun- 
dred years old and produces its best 
dates between thirty and one hundred 
years of age and older. These noble 
mature trees produce as much as three 
hundred pounds of delicious and health- 
ful fruit in one season, 

3. The palm-tree Christian will tes- 
tify to God’s fidelity and grace (v. 15). 
He is fat and flourishing “to show that 
the Lord is upright.” His unswerving 
witness is, “He is my rock, and there 
is no unrighteousness in him” (v,. 15). 
He is persuaded in the depths of his be- 
ing that God can no more be moved or 
removed from doing righteously than-a 
mighty boulder can be removed out of 
its place. This strong conviction acts as 
an elixir to his spiritual experience, and 
holds him steady amid the storms of 
life. 

In the desert of this world, weary 
travelers are looking for the shade, shel- 
ter, and food furnished by the palm tree, 
even as they do today in the East. Let 
us be filled with praise, fortified by faith, 
and favored with spiritual prosperity, 
that we may “flourish like the palm 
tree” and “grow like a cedar in Leba- 
non.” God grant that we may “still 
bring forth fruit in old age” and be “fat 
and flourishing.” Then shal] our glad 
testimony be, as well as that of others 
whom we shall win to the Lord, “It is 
a good thing to praise the Lord ... he 
is my rock, and there is no unrighteous- 
ness in him.” 

DALLAS. 


A House-to-House Crusade 


Evangelizing small towns and large by bus and tent 


“And I sought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, 
and stand in the gap before me for 
the land, that I should not destroy 
it: but I found none” (Ezek. 22:30). 


T IS the desire of every evangelical 
pastor to see his people grow and 
glow for the Lord. I believe that, after 
a person is born again, there are three 
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musts for the Christian to grow and 
glow. 

The first is to be instant in prayer, 
praying without ceasing, always being 
in the attitude of prayer, continually 
practicing the presence of God. 

The second is the study of the Word of 
God, the Bible, studying it, storing it 
in our hearts. 
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The third is to witness, by our lives, 
by word of mouth, telling others the 
Gospel story, letting others know from 
our lips what a wonderful Saviour 
Jesus is, e 

We taught our folks to pray and study 
the Word, and then we endeavored to 
organize a way for them to witness. We 
organized a “Civic Evangelistic Crusade,” 
taking the Gospel from home to home. 
Our men took to this activity enthusias- 
tically. We canvassed our town, and 
then many towns around us in a radius 
of twenty miles. The Lord blessed in 
many ways, souls were saved and men 
and women took a public stand in the 
churches, 

This crusade gave our men a holy 
incentive, and they carried the Gospel 
to their places of employment, winning 
others to Christ. We then organized 
a Bible study for the men, and often we 
saw men kneel in the meetings and take 
Christ as Saviour. 

That was four years ago in the State 
of New York. I was then called to a 
Baptist pastorate in Pennsylvania. The 
men of the Bible class in New York 
State were greatly concerned about 
carrying this crusade into other areas, 
and they urged me to incorporate this 
crusade. This we did, in January of 
1953, in the courthouse at Clearfield, Pa. 
We then purchased a bus, fixed it up 
for living quarters for young men, so 
that they could travel and carry on 
the crusade. 

The crusade was incorporafed under 
the name of “Civic Chaplains Missions, 
Inc.,” carrying on the “Civic Evangelistic 
Crusade.” Young men were contacted 
and sent out, taking the Gospel from 
door to door in the towns and areas 
of northwestern Pennsylvania. Then, in 
the spring of 1954, we purchased a tent 
and sent these young men out to evange- 
lize these areas as well as others. We 
had a young man from Moody, one from 
Philadelphia Bible Institute, one from 
London Bible Institute, London, On- 
tario, Can., one from Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, one from Practical Bible In- 
stitute, Binghamton, N. Y., one from 
Indiana State Teachers College, Indiana, 
Pa., a young high school student, and 
others who helped locally in the cam- 
paigns. They held meetings in Fisher- 
ville, N. Y., Robertsdale, Pa., Kramer, 
Pa., Sunderlundville, Pa. Ridgeway, 
Pa., Beechwoods, Pa., and Sabula, Pa. 

God blessed these young men with 
122 first-time decisions for Christ as 
well-as with many hundreds of conse- 
crations, and a goodly number of back- 
sliders turning back to God. Fifteen 
hundred homes were reached with the 
Gospel, over 750 individuals signed 
pledge cards to read at least one 
chapter of the Bible each day. Fam- 
ily altars were established and saints 
were revived. In one town a man and 


his wife who hadn’t been in church for 
over twenty-eight years were both won 
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to Christ. In another town another 
couple who hadn’t been in church for 
over twenty-eight years were both won 
to Christ. In another town two Cath- 
olic couples were won to Christ One 
of them said that he was attracted be- 
cause of the earnestness of the young 
men. He said he knew they had some- 
thing that he didn’t have. In one place 
a small town revival broke out, such as 
the people hadn’t seen in over thirty 
years, such was the testimony of the 
people. The whole town co-operated, 
and even closed the ball games so as 
not to interfere with the meetings. 
The young men in the crusade had 
a wonderful program, singing solos, 
duets, quartets, playing trumpet solos, 
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Local talent 
Real 
messages from the Word of God were 


duets, trios, piano solos. 
was also used in each campaign. 


given. Many more doors are opening 
to us, and we have received invitations 
near and far. Thus we have purchased 
two more buses, and will have three 
teams on the road soon. It is our desire 
to stand in the gap in small towns and 
in out of the way places, as well as in 
larger places, in bringing revival to 
America. No place is too small or too 
large. We believe that America needs 
a doorbell-ringing revival campaign for 
Christ. Anyone desiring the services 
of this type of ministry in his church, 
or with the tent, may contact the Rev. 
Clyde E. Gault, Sykesville, Pa. 


Installation Service for Teachers and Officers 


How it may be used to emphasize the importance of the work of the Sunday school 


HY have an installation service for 

the Sunday school teachers and 
officers? What is the good of it? We 
have found such a service of real bene- 
fit to our Sunday school. It helps those 
installed to realize the dignity of their 
calling. It helps the community to ap- 
preciate the importance of the Sunday 
school, and it gives occasion for a spe- 
cial invitation to parents not attending 
services to come and meet their chil- 
dren’s teachers. 

For several years our installation 
service has been held on a week night 
between the last Sunday of September, 
which, in our school, is Promotion Day, 
and the first Sunday of October, which 
is Rally Day. We believe this to be 
the logical time of year for such a serv- 
ice, since on Rally Day the teachers take 
over their new classes for the following 
year. 

Since the installation was to be in the 
evening, we decided that a candlelight- 
ing service would be most effective. So 
we bought scrap lumber, 2” by 2”, and 
bored holes in each piece the right size 
to hold a candle, with a three-inch space 
between them. Next we gave these 
holders two coats of white paint, to 
make them look nice in whatever ar- 
rangement they were placed. They can 
be set on a table as a large square, or 
in rows, or in the form of a cross. What- 
ever the-arrangement, the large candle 
which represents “the light of the world” 
is put in the center in its own special 
candleholder. 

Since we were planning a candle- 
lighting installation, the theme of light 
seemed to be especially appropriate, so 
we arranged the following service. It 
has the advantage of requiring no prac- 
tice beforehand, but each teacher and 
officer is given ahead of time a copy of 
what he or she is to say, and is asked 
to memorize’ the verse and to add the 


. 
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suggested comment, or another of his 
or her own making. All are also given 
three instructions: (1) Be sure to speak 
distinctly and loud ehough to be heard 
by everyone present; (2) be sure to 
light your candle from the center one 
which represents Christ, not from one 
of the smaller ones, which -represent 
your fellow workers; (3) sure to 
place your lighted candle near the cen- 
ter one, so that those who follow will 
not have to place theirs between burn- 
ing candles. 

Each teacher and officer is given an 
unlighted candle before the service be- 
gins. He lights it just before he speaks, 
holds it while speaking, then puts it, 
still burning, into one of the holes, and 
returns to his seat. 


THE INSTALLATION SERVICE 
Congregation sings “The Light of the 
World Is Jesus.” 
Song by child or group of children: 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine.” 
Prayer. 


Installing Officer (lights large candle): 

The Lord Jesus said, “I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life” (John 8:12), 

Those who have accepted Christ as 
Saviour wish to share the light they 
have found with others. A number of 
people in this community are trying to 
introduce others to the Light of the 
world through our Sunday school. This 
evening it is my privilege to introduce 
the teachers and officers of ———— 
Sunday School. We will begin with the . 
teachers of the youngest children. I 
will now ask the-Cradle Roll superin- 
tendent, the Nursery Class teacher, and 
the Beginners’ teacher to come forward. 
(They come.) Mrs. has been 
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chosen to be our Cradle Roll superin- 
tendent. 


Cradle Roll Superintendent (lights can- 
dle from large candle): 

Second Corinthians 4:6 says: “God 
who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in gur hearts.” 
We want to enroll the babies so that 
they may be brought up in the Sunday 
school. It has been said, “A child 
brought up in Sunday school is never 
brought up in court.” 





Installing Officer: Mrs, is to teach 
the Nursery Class. 

Nursery Class Teacher (lights candle 
from large candle): 

I teach the children under four years 
of age. The Lord Jesus said, “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt, 5:14). I 
want to be a light to the little children 
committed to my care, 


is to teach 





Installing Officer: Miss 
the Beginners. 

Beginners’ Teacher (lights candle from 
large candle): 

Psalm 18:28 says, “Thou wilt light my 
candle: the Lord my God will enlighten 
my darkness.” I want to help little 
children learn to know the Lord. 


Installing Officer: Will the Primary 
teachers please come forward? Miss 
is to teach the First-Graders. 


First-Grade Teacher (lights candle from 
large candle): 

The Lord Jesus said, “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
I want to help my little pupils to learn 
to do good works because they love the 
Saviour. 





is to teach 





Installing Officer: Miss 
the Second-Graders. 
Second-Grade Teacher 
from large candle): 
Psalm 27:1 says, “The Lord is my light 
and my salvation.” I want all my Sec- 
ond-Graders to find in the Lord their 
light and their salvation. 


(lights candle 


is to teach 





Installing Officer: Miss — 
the Third-Graders. 

Third-Grade Teacher (lights candle from 
large candle): 

John 1:4, speaking of Christ, says, “In 
him was life; and the life was the light 
of men.” All spiritual light comes from 
God through Christ. I want to share 
the light I have received with my Third- 
Graders. 


Installing Officer: Will the teachers of 
the Junior Department please come 
forward? Miss is to teach the 
Fourth-Graders. 

Fourth-Grade Teacher 
from large candle): 
Psalm 119:130 says, “The entrance of 

thy words giveth light.” In the Junior 





(lights candle 


Department we emphasize memorizing 
God’s Word because it gives light. 
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Installing Officer: Miss is to teach 
the Fifth-Graders, 

Fifth-Grade Teacher (lights candle from 
large candle): 

The Lord Jesus said, “No man, when 
he hath lighted a candle, covereth it 
with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; 
but setteth it on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in may see the light” (Luke 
8:16). I want all who enter my class 
to see the light. 


Installing Officer: Mr. 
the Sixth-Graders. 
Sixth-Grade Teacher (lights candle from 

large candle): 

Ephesians 5:14 says, “Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.” I believe 
we are living in serious days, and I am 
glad to have the opportunity of point- 
ing the Sixth-Graders to Christ, the 
only one who can solve the problems 
of life. 


Installing Officer: Will the teachers of 
the Intermediate Department please 
come forward? Miss is to teach 
the Intermediate girls. 

Intermtdiate Girls’ Teacher (lights can- 
dle from large candle): 

Ephesians 5:8 says, “For ye were some- 
times darkness, but now are ye light in 
the Lord: walk as children of light.” 
Children of light love one another and 
try to help one another. I want to help 
my junior high school girls to walk as 
children of light. 


Installing Officer: Mr. 
the Intermediate boys, 

Intermediate Boys’ Teacher (lights can- 
dle from large candle): 

Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” God’s Word is the only thing 
that lights the way to Heaven. I pray 
that none of the junior high boys I 
teach may miss the way. 


Installing Officer: Will the teachers of 
the seniors, young people, and adults 
please come forward? Miss is 
to teach the students in senior high 
school. 

Senior High School Teacher (lights can- 
dle from large candle): 

One of my favorite verses is, “And he 
shall be as the light of the morning, 
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when the sun riseth, even a morning. 


without clouds” (2 Sam. 23:4). I want 
all my senior high students to find in 
Christ the light of the morning which 
will brighten their whole lives. 


Installing Officer: Mr. is to teach 
the young people. 

Young People’s Teacher (lights candle 
from large candle): 

“God preserved me; when his candle 
shined upon my head, and when by his 
light I walked through darkness” (Job 
29:2, 3). I want all the young people 
in my class to learn to trust the God 
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who protects and guides all those who 
obey Him. 


Installing Officer: Mr. 
the adult class. ™ 

Adult Class Teacher (lights candle from 
large candle): 

Second Peter 1:19 says, “We have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; where- 
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place.” 
Our class is happy as we study the Bible 
from week to week to know that God's 
Word is absolutely dependable and is 
a light that shineth in a dark place. 
Installing Officer: Before the officers of 

the Sunday school are introduced we 

will have a special number by the 
young people, “Stepping in the Light.” 

A well-organized Sunday school needs 
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efficient officers as well as _ faithful 
teachers. Will the officers please come 
forward? (All ten come together.) Mr. 


is the Superintendent of our Sun- 

day school. 

Superintendent (lights candle from large 
candle): 

Proverbs 4:18 says, “The path of the 
just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.” 
It is my desire that everyone who at- 
tends our Sunday school may travel 
the path of the just, which begins at 
the cross and grows brighter and 
brighter all the war to Heaven. 


is the As- 
and Song 








Installing Officer: Miss 
sistant Superintendent, 
Leader. 

Assistant Superintendent (lights candle 
from large candle): 

Psalm 43:3 says, “O send out thy light 
and thy truth: let them lead me.” The 
Superintendent and I pray this prayer 
often as we work together planning the 
opening exercises of the Sunday school. 
I lead the singing and am also responsi- 
ble to see that there is a special musical 
number each Sunday. 


Installing Officer: Miss 

Pianist. 

Pianist (lights candle from large can- 
dle): 

Ecclesiastes 2:13 says, “Light excelleth 
darkness,” so I am glad to use my musi- 
cal training to further the cause of 
Christ who is indeed the Light of the 
world, 


is the 





is our 





Installing Officer: Miss 

General Secretary. 
Secretary (lights candle from large can- 

dle): 

Isaiah 2:5 says, “Let us walk in the 
light of the Lord.” I keep the attend- 
ance records each Sunday and also have 
charge of the permanent record card of 
each member of the Sunday school. I 
hope every one of us will always walk 
in the light of the Lord. 


Mr. is our 





Installing Officer: 
Treasurer, 
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Treasurer 
candle): 

First Peter 2:9 says, “Ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.” We try to do this by handling 
all the business of the Sunday school 
promptly and courteously. 


Installing Officer: 

Librarian. 
Librarian (lights candle from large can- 

dle): 

“God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all” (1 John 1:5). I am respon- 
sible for the literature of the Sunday 
school, both quarterly supplies and 
library books, which I must order after 
consultation with the other officers and 
teachers. We want every bit of liter- 
ature we handle to be pleasing to our 
God in whom is no darkness at all. 


Installing Officer: Mr. 
sionary Chairman. 
Missionary Chairman (lights candle from 

large candle): 

Psalm 36:9 says, “With thee is the 
fountain of life: in thy light shall we 
see light.” We in this country should 
be very thankful that we know the 
Saviour, who is the Life and the Light. 
My job is'to keep before the Sunday 
school the needs of those who have 
never heard of Him. I keep a record of 
everything we send to missions, and I 
am responsible to arrange the programs 
for Missionary Sunday. 


Mrs. 


(lights candle from 


large 


Miss ——— is our 





is our Mis- 





Installing Officer: is our 
Social Chairman. 
Social Chairman 
large candle): 
First John 1:7 says, “If we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another.” My job 
is to promote Christian fellowship in 
our Sunday school by arranging “get- 
togethers” from time to time. 


is Birthday 


(lights candle from 





Installing Officer: Miss 

Secretary. 
Birthday Secretary: 

large candle): 

Psalm 118:27 says, “God is the Lord, 
which hath shewed us light.” Since God 
has showed us His light we love one an- 
other. My way of expressing this is to 
send birthday cards to all the members 
of our Sunday school, 


(lights candle from 


Installing Officer: Last but not least we 
have Mrs. , the Good Cheer Sec- 
retary. 

Good Cheer Secretary 
from large candle): 
Ecclesiastes 11:7 says, “Truly the light 

is sweet.” Because we have so much 

enjoyment in knowing the Light of the 
world, we want to send cheer to as 
many people as possible. My part is to 
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Send flowers and get-well cards to all 
who are ill, not only to those in our own 
Sunday school but to anyone in the 
community who needs cheer. 
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Installing Officer: You teachers and 
officers of Sunday School 
have been given the great privilege of 
serving the Lord in this place. And 
the Lord Jesus said, “If any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour” 
(John 12:26). : 

My charge to you is found in Philip- 
pians 2:14-16. “Do all things without 
murmurings and disputings; that ye may 
be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ‘ye shine as lights in the world.” 








I now declare you duly installed 
teachers and officers of Sunday 
School. 

Prayer, 
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Congregation sings, “Let the Lower 


Lights Be Burning.” 

The audience should be dismissed for 
a conducted tour of the building or for 
a social time in the basement before 
the candles are blown out. 

All four hymns used in this service 
may be found in “Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Four” (Tabernacle Pub. Co., 
352 N. Waller Ave., Chicago 44). 

Since-we started having an Installa- 
tion Service several years ago, we have 
used the same one every year with only 
slight variations, but it does not,seem 
to lose its impressive character. And 
we feel that it has been so beneficial 
that we would not think of starting a 
new Sunday school year without it. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


How To Help the Teacher 


Plans that superintendents have tried and found successful 


NE of the quickest ways to lose 

teachers in any department is for 
the superintendent to ignore them. Of 
course he may speak when he meets 
one, and at the regular teachers’ meet- 
ing he no doubt will introduce the new- 
comer. and welcome him to the fac- 
ulty, but often there is not the close 
personal contact that may make for a 
strong loyalty to the organization. Here 
are a few suggestions that have been 
tried out by superintendents of schools 
and of departments, and in schools large 
and small, 

Many superintendents make it a point 
to call personally at the home of a new 
teacher, just as a pastor visits a new 
church member. The policy of the school 
is discussed, the personnel of the faculty 
reviewed, and everything that might help 
the new teacher is brought out. When 
the superintendent leaves, the new 
worker feels thatghe or she is really a 
part of a big organization. 

Many superintendents write personal 
notes to the newcomer, welcoming her 
to the faculty. In fact, some of the 
very large schools use a regular printed 
form letter for this purpose. But, no 
matter how well worded that missive 
may be, it lacks the personal warmth 
of a letter written by one individual to 
another. 

This plan is followed in many schools: 
the new teacher is introduced from the 
platform and publicly welcomed. This 
applies to departments ds well as to the 
main school. 

One superintendent of a Primary De- 
partment has a plan that has proved 
effective. She gives a party at her home 
in honor of each new worker and, at 
this time, the teachers all become better 
acquainted with one another, and the 
new member finds out many things about 
the department that will be useful in 
her conduct. 


By ELIZABETH W. SUDLOW 


This plan by a superintendent who has 
many of his co-workers employed in 
downtown business establishments has 
been most helpful in helping him to be- 
come acquainted with a new teacher or 
officer. He invites the new member to 
lunch with him during the noon hour, 
and there, over the meal eaten in a small 
lunch room, the two become acquainted 
and a bond of friendship is established. 
Another superintendent of a Junior De- 
partment has “open house” one evening 
a month, at which time teachers are 
welcomed to call. At this time many 
problems are straightened out, and be- 
cause of the informality of the gather- 
ings, members of the group become 
better acquainted. 

There are so many ways by which 
teachers may be made to feel that their 
work is worth while and that each is 
really a part of the whole organization, 
that superintendents would do well to 
consider some of them. Teachers are 
expected to be faithful and to carry on 
under any and all conditions. Some- 
one has well said that superintendents 
and pastors would do well to emphasize 
the appreciation plank in our educa- 
tional work. It costs some teachers a 
good deal to be faithful week after week, 
and this “unnoted faithfulness” should 
be recognized. Praise naturally arouses 
the teachers to wonder if they cannot 
be something more than faithful. They 
will “keep on keepin’ on,” even when 
discouragement and apparent failure 
move them to quit. 

This remark was made by one superin- 
tendent to a discouraged worker: “The 
Lord never demands that we shall suc- 
ceed; only that we continue faithful in 
trying.” Every superintendent, whether 
of a department or of an entire school, 
has a great responsibility toward each 
teacher on his staff. 


MIAMI, FLA, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 1. JEHOSHAPHAT'S RIGHTEOUS LEADERSHIP 


2 Chronicles 17 to 20; printed text, 2 Chronicles 17:1-7, 9; 19: 4-7 
Golden Text.—Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good.—2 Chron. 19:11 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 17:1 And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, 
and strengthened himself against Israel. 

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, 
and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of 
Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken, 

3 And the Lorp was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked 
in the first ways of his father David, and sought net unto 
Baalim; 

4 But sought to the LORD God of his father, and walked 
in his commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 

5 Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom in his hand; 
and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; one he had 
riches and honour in abundance. 

6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways e the Lorp: 
moreover he took away the high places and groves out of 
Judah. 

7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, 
even to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, ‘and to 


9 And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law 
of the Lorp with them, and went about throughout all the 
cities of Judah, and saacand the po 


Chap. 19:4 And eetiaines dwelt at Jerusalem: and he 
went out again through the people from Beer-sheba to 
mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lorp God 
of their fathers. 

5 And he set judges in the land throughout all the fenced 
cities of Judah, city by city, 

6 And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for ye 
judge not for man, but for the Lorp, who is with you in the 
judgment, 

7 Wherefore now let the fear of the Lorp be upon you; 
take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lorp 
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
STUDY of the kings of Israel and 
A Judah is not only of historical 
interest, but is full of spiritual 
value with warnings and encourage- 
ments for God’s people. 

It is noticeable that in the Bible even 
little glimmerings of repentance are 
noted in wicked men, and at the same 
time the sins of good men are not passed 
over and ignored. 

One of the sad features of the kings 
of Judah is that so many of the better 
ones failed in their latter years, just 
when piety ought to have been blossom- 
ing into its. fairest flower. We see it 
in Solomon, who, after having known 
God, and after having established the 
ordinances of the Temple, yielded to the 
pressure of heathen wives, and spent his 
last years in spiritual eclipse, 

We have seen it in Asa, who for thirty- 
six years served God well and faithfully 
and saw the mighty deliverances of God, 
but whose faith failed in his latter years 
so that he appealed to the heathen king 
of Syria, Ben-hadad, for help against 
Israel instead of relying upon God, and 
thereafter lived under a spiritual cloud 
until he died in the forty-first year of his 
reign. 


Jehoshaphat, likewise, reigned long 


and well, and the incident of his friend- 
ship with Ahab might not have had the 
terrible effects that, it did had not he 
continued that policy of alliance with 
Israel after Ahab’s death, joining him- 
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self with Ahaziah, king of Israel, who 
did very wickedly (2 Chron. 20:35), so 
that one of the last recorded events of 
Jehoshaphat’s reign is that he became 
a partner with Ahaziah in a great ship- 
ing adventure which utterly failed (2 
Chron. 20:37). We shall see more of 
the same as we proceed in this study. 

What a warning it is to us that we 
can never be self-sufficient, but as the 
years increase we must learn more and 
more dependence upon God if our last 
years would be lived in the light of His 
countenance, and not in the shadows of 
spiritual eclipse. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chron. 17:1.—“Jeh@shaphat 
reigned . . . and strengthened himself 
against Israel.” This was before the 
alliance with Israel (18:11). The north- 
ern kingdom was still a menace to Judah, 
and the aggressive acts of Baasha (16:1) 
were still fresh in the memory. 

Verse 2.—“And he placed forces... 
in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa... 
had taken.” Jehoshaphat turned his 
father’s successes to good advantage, by 
making the captured towns in Ephraim 
advance defense points. 

Verse 3.—“And the Lord was with Je- 
hoshaphat, because he . . . sought not 
unto Baalim.” See the marginal ren- 
dering “of his father, and of David.” 
Asa turned back from his “first ways,” 
but David did not, despite his sin. 

Verse 4.—“But sought to the Lord God 
of his father...” The “doings of Is- 
rael” refer especially to the setting up of 
the golden images in Dan and Bethel as 


representations of God. Jehoshaphat 
held to purity of worship, as his father 
did. 

Verse 5.—“Therefore the Lord stab- 
lished the kingdom in his hand... 
riches and honour in abundance.” A 
case of God honoring those who honor 
Him (1 Sam, 2:30). The people trusted 
the man who trusted God, and expressed 
their loyalty in their gifts. It looked like 
a return to the glory of Solomon, al- 
though it never quite reached that peak. 

Verse 6.—“And his heart was lifted up 
in the ways of the Lord... took away 
the high places .. .” The sense of “lifted 
up” here is not “puffed up,” but rather 
“held up,” or “encouraged.” His loyalty 
to God expressed itself in an attack on 
what was contrary to God. However, 
he was not wholly successful in ridding 
the country of idolatrous centers. See 
20: 33. 

Verse 7.—“. . . he sent to his princes 

. . to teach in the cities of Judah.” 
The princes of the realm were put to 
useful occupation, as religious teachers. 
An excellent antidote to voluptuous liv- 
ing! 

Verse 8.—“And with them , . . Levites 

_ and... priests.” Levites and priests 
also were drafted into the teaching pro- 
fession—an excellent supplement to the 
ritual performance of the Temple, 

Verse 9.—‘And they taught... the 
book of the law . . . throughout all the 
cities of Judah ...” The textbook was 
the Law of the Lord (Psa. 1:2). It would 
be interesting to know how they organ- 
ized this itinerant ministry and con- 
ducted their classes, 
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Chap. 19:4.—“‘And Jehoshaphat .. . 
went out again through the people... 
and brought them back unto the Lord 
God of their fathers.” The king himself 
took part in this teaching program, cov- 
ering the realm from south (Beersheba) 
to north (Mt. Ephraim). A great royal 


procession! 
Verse 5.—“And he set judges in the 
land , . . city by city.” The judicial 


branch of the government, closely con- 
nected with the teaching, was definitely 
religious, and had royal supervision. 

Verse 6.—“. . . ye judge not for man, 
but for the Lord .. .” Notice the basis 
of the king’s charge to the judges. They 
stood for God, and God would stand 
with them while they judged on His 
behalf and not as respecters of persons. 

Verse 7.—“‘Let the fear of the ‘Lord 
be upon you... no iniquity ... nor re- 
spect of persons, nor taking of gifts.” 
The fear of the Lord would keep them 
from four evils—indecision, perversion, 
favoritism, and bribery. 


The Hearf of the Lesson ' 


Jehoshaphat is generally thought of in 
connection with his alliance with Ahab, 
and with reference to his victory over 
the Moabite confederacy in answer to 
prayer. Our lesson, however, looks at 
Jehoshaphat in the more routine mat- 
ters of his reign. Here we see him in 
the more general tenor of his life, and 
it is here that we see him as a con- 
sistently good king. 

The foundation of his prosperous reign 
was his personal piety. Rehoboam had 
followed his father Solomon’s latter 
ways with disaster to the kingdom, but 
Jehoshaphat followed his father Asa’s 
former ways, with the result that bless- 
ing and prosperity marked his reign. 

Jehoshaphat inherited a political situ- 
ation with which he immediately grap- 
pled. Israel, to the north, was still a 
menace. The aggression of Baasha was 
still fresh in men’s minds, so the new 
king took steps to protect himself from 
a repetition of that aggression. Not only 
did he fortify the cities of Judah, but 
he utilized the towns which his father 
Asa had captured in the territory of 
Ephraim as advance outposts for defense. 

Having seen to this immediate require- 
ment, Jehoshaphat. set himself to the 
task which he deemed of primary and 
permanent importance.. He saw that if 
the nation were to be strong, it must be 
godly, and if it were to be godly, it 
must be taught. Asa had had a con- 
vocation (2 Chron. 15:9-15), and in an 
hour of high spiritual emotion the peo- 
ple had committed themselves to serve 
the Lord. But without diligent instruc- 
tion such a committal would not be ex- 
pected to bear the strain of time. Je- 
hoshaphat, therefore, made _ religious 
instruction the chief policy of the king- 
dom. To carry it out he pressed into 
service princes, Levites, and priests. 
7Armed with the Book of the Law these 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. (2) April 24.—Asa’s Religious Re- 


forms 2 Chronicles 14 to 16 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. (4) May 8—Joash Repairs. the 
Temple ..2 Chronicles 21 to 24 








went from one teaching post to another 
throughout the realm, instructing the 
people in the ways of the Lord. Not 
content with this, the king himself 
joined the faculty, and toured the coun- 
try as a teacher of the true faith. We 
can imagine what deep impressions this 
would make upon his subjects, and how 
it would reinforce the work of the regu- 
lar instructors, 

The judicial affairs also needed caring 
for, and Jehoshaphat established judges 
throughout the kingdom. His charge to 
those judges is worthy to be inscribed 
in every court of justice in the land. He 
reminded them that they were to judge 
on behalf of God, and exhorted them to 
put the fear of the Lord at the basis of 
their judgments. This would preserve 
them from the evils that so often prove 
the overthrow of justice, namely: inde- 
cision, perversion, respect of persons, 
and bribery. 

As in the case of David, so in the case 
of Jehoshaphat. While recognizing the 
wickedness and the sins that took great 
toll, we, nevertheless, see a great and a 
good man, who brought much blessing to 
his people. 

Topics for Development 


A Good Man’s Weakness. In our les- 
son we have shown the high qualities 
of Jehoshaphat as a ruler, but we must 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT difference is seen between 
David and Asa, with respect to 
their spiritual experience? 

2. What political situation did Jehosha- 
phat inherit on coming to the throne? 

3. In what way did Jehoshaphat fol- 
low up the spiritual program of Asa? 

4. Whom did Jehoshaphat draft as 
teachers? 

5. How did Jehoshaphat show his per- 
sonal interest in the religious instruction 
of his people? 

6. What branch of the government did 
Jehoshaphat reorganize? ‘ 

7. What did Jehoshaphat recognize as 
the foundation of justice? 

8. What three evils in judgment does 
God hate? 

9. What weakness marred the good 
reign of Jehoshaphat? 

10. What sort of alliances did Jehosha- 
phat have with the northern kingdom? 

(Answers on page 316) 
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not ignore the lessons of his weakness, 
He seemed to have a hankering after the 
companionship of royalty, and became a 
companion of the wicked Ahab, king of 
Israel. While this friendship momen- 
tarily. did away with any military threat 
from the northern kingdom, it proved 
to be no blessing to the nation. Twice 
over it involved Jehoshaphat in a mili- 
tary campaign in which he had no busi- 
ness meddling (2 Chron. 18; 2 Kings 3). 

In the first of these he narrowly es- 
caped with his life. But this was only 
a beginning. This friendship paved the 
way for the marriage of Jehoshaphat’s 
son with Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah (2 
Kings 8:18); who was also the daughter 
of Jezebel, the .heathen wife of Ahab. 
Thus Jehoram learned bloody ways from 
Athaliah, who doubtless learned them 
from Jezebel, so that one of Jehoram’s 
first acts as king was to slay his brothers, 
while he introduced the sins of the house 
of Ahab into the nation which Jehosha- 
phat had so carefully taught in the ways 
of the Lord. But the end was not yet. 
His son Ahaziah followed in his steps, 
continuing the alliance with Israel, and 
lost his life in a similar expedition to 
that from which Jehoshaphat had barely 
escaped. Then the bloody Athaliah went 
to work, and attempted to annihilate 
completely the seed royal, and would have 
succeeded had not the king’s youngest 
son, Joash, been hidden by his sister, wife 
of the priest Jehoiada (2 Chron. 22: 
10-21). Thus had it not been for the 
intervention of God Jehoshaphat’s 
friendship with the wicked Ahab would 
have ended in the destruction of the 
house of David. 

The harvest of an evil alliance is: al- 
ways far more terrible than we can fore- 
see. 


Practical Applications 

Keep your defense strong; the enemy 
is ever on your border. 

Personal piety is a surer key to suc- 
cess than personal charm (17:4, 5). 

It is better to be lifted up in the ways 
of the Lord than to be puffed up in our 
own ways (17:16). 

A crisis of consecration will soon col- 
lapse if it is not sustained by instruc- 
tion in the Word (15:9-15; 17:7-9). 

The princes as well as the priests have 
a responsibility for the spiritual welfare 
of the people (17:7, 8). 

The foundation of justice is the fear 
of the Lord (19:7). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Jehoshaphat’s personal piety (2 Chron, 
17: 3-6) 

2. Jehoshaphat’s military might (17:1, 2) 


3. Jehoshaphat’s religious revival (17:6-9; 
19: 4) 
4. Jehoshaphat’s just judgment (19:5-7) 


Golden Text 
2 Chron. 19:11.—“Deal courageously, 
and the Lord shall be with the good.” 
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Nothing so inspires courage as the real- 
ization that we are doing the will of 
God, and that God is with us, 
ELMHuvRST, ILL. 
3 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEstep HyMns 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Open Mine Eyes, That I May See” 
“Trust and Obey” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, Heavenly Father, for the 
Holy Scriptures and their message of 
life. Open to us the truths of Thy Book 
and make us faithful in governing our 
lives by Thy Word. Bless every good 
and faithful servant of Thine engaged 
in teaching Thy truth. Let our time 
see a great extension of Bible instruction 
among all people, and may it produce 
Bible-guided conduct. May the leaders 
of the nations see that Thy wisdom is 
found in Thy Book. May they seek and 
carry out its teachings. May we and all 
whose lives are cast in obscure and lowly 
circumstances be careful to trust and 
obey Thee. So may leaders and people 
walk with the Lord in the light of His 
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Word, and make even our enemies to 
be at peace with us. We commend to 
Thy compassions the sick and afflicted, 
the lost and perishing, the sad and 
lonely, the oppressed and _ ill-treated. 
Help us not to pass by on the other’side 
when we encounter need that we can 
relieve; but, like our Lord, go about do- 
ing good. Forgive our every sin and 
establish us in that which is pure and 
good in Thy holy sight, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The first thing our 
lesson says about King Jehoshaphat is 
that he “strengthened himself against 
Israel”—the half-pagan northern tribes 
who had broken away from Judah. His 
kingdom was in danger, so he strength- 





TO PROSPER YOUR WAY 
INDER 


ractice GOD'S WORD 


ened his military defenses. But he did 
not stop there. He knew that more dan- 
gerous than the military power of his 
neighbors were their heathen customs 
pervading his own people. So he called 
on his princes to lead in a great Bible- 
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teaching crusade, using able teachers 
from the Levites and priests. “And 
[they] had the book of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about 
throughout all the cities of Judah, and 
taught the people.” 

What was the result? The next verse 
says, “And the fear of the Lord fell upon 
all the kingdoms .. , that were round 
about Judah, so that they made no*war 
against Jehoshaphat . . . and Jehosha- 
phat waxed great exceedingly.” It is 
good to have adequate military defenses, 
but the real strerfgth of a nation lies in 
the vigor, godliness, and uprightness of 
its people. Brave and godly people win 
the respect of other nations and the 
blessing of God. An infidel once twitted 
a preacher for believing the Bible when 
it is uncertain who wrote parts of it. 
“Who wrote the multiplication table?” 
asked the preacher. “I don’t know,” was 
the reply. “What a man! You believe 
and use it, without knowing who wrote 
it!” said the preacher. “Yes,” came back 
the other, “but the multiplication table 
works.” “So does the Bible,” gsetorted the 
preacher. 

Yes, the Bible, known and obeyed, al- 
ways works blessing. Prove it for your- 
self. Study it constantly and obey it 
faithfully and the promise given to 
Joshua, long before Jehoshaphat’s time, 
will come true for you as it did for both 
of them: “Then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous and then thou shalt have 
good success” (Josh. 1:8). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jehoshaphat .. . strengthened 
himself against Israel” (2 Chron. 17:1).— 
This king started out with a determina- 
tion to protect his kingdom both from 
the northern kingdom’s attacks, and its 
seduction to the idolatry of the golden 
calves. Had he tontinued thus, all would 
have been well. If he had persevered 
in looking upon the exceedingly wicked 
Ahab (1 Kings 21:25) as an enemy, it 
would have been to God’s glory, and 
his. good. Some persons are safer as 
enemies than as friends. David's re- 
solve was God-honoring, “I will not 
know a wicked person” (Psa, 101:4. See 
Eph, 5:11; 2 Cor. 6: 14-18). 

It is said that the gray heron, when 
attacked by the eagle or falcon, simply 
stands firm and quiet, using its bill as 
a sword, allowing the enemy to pierce 
himself through by his own force. 

The Christian’s method of defense is 
very similar. He takes the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. When 
attacked by the enemy, from without 
or within, he stands firm and holds forth 
the Word of God. The enemy is always 
pierced through when the believer stands 
forth in holy boldness: displaying the 
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“living and powerful” Word of God. Our 
battles become glorious victories, when 
we have learned to say with confident 
conviction, “It is written!” 


“. . . he walked in the first ways of 
his father David .. .” (2 Chron. 17:3). — 
David's first ways, that is, his conduct 
before committing his great sin, were 
often used as a model for kings; as in 
1 Kings 15:3, 11; 2 Kings 14:3; 16:2; 18:3. 

In addition to first ways, the Scrip- 
tures also mention first love, first works 
(Rev. 2:4, 5), and first faith (1 Tim. 5: 
12). There is a freshness, a zeal, a 
something livingly devoted to the Lord, 
in first faith, love, works, and ways, 
which is sometimes lacking later. 

It is sad to hear a woman say, “When 
my husband first fell in love with me, 
he seemed able to discern my desires 
before ever I expressed them, but now 
my broadest hint fails to meet with a 
response.” 

The Lord is always worthy of our 
first and best: 

After all He’s done for me, 
How can I do less 

Than give Him my best, 
And live for Him completely, 
After all He’s done for me? 

“And his heart was lifted up in the 
ways of the Lord... .” (2 Chron. 17:6). 
—Another rendering of this expression 
would be, “he lifted up his heart in the 
ways of the Lord.” His heart was en- 
couraged in the ways of the Lord. One 
can encourage oneself in God as David 
did (1 Sam. 30:6). It is a worth-while 
practice, especially under circumstances 
which would otherwise prove distress- 
ing. 

Jehoshaphat was “lively and affection- 
ate in his religion, fervent in spirit, serv- 
ing the Lord, cheerful and pleasant in 
it; he went on in his work with alacrity, 
as Jacob, who after his vision of God 
at Bethel, lifted up his feet. Gen. 29:1 
margin. He was bold and resolute in 
the ways of the Lord, and went on with 
courage. His heart was lifted up above 
the consideration of the difficulties that 
were in the way of his duty; he easily 
got over them all, and was not frightened 
with winds and clouds from sowing and 
reaping, Eccles. 11:4. He never thought 
he could do enough for God. Let us 
walk in the same spirit” (Matthew 
Henry). 

Recently, I read of a girl who was one 
of many who had gone to New York to 
look for work. She secured a position 
as maid in a fine home. For the first 
time in her life, the girl knew what it 
was to be happy. Her employer was 
a kind and generous woman; she even 
went so far as to provide voice lessons 
for the girl. After a time the girl was 
given an opportunity to sing over the 
radio before a vast studio audience, and 
because of her faithful practice, she sang 
beautifully. The audience was enthusi- 
astic and applauded for a long time. 
{When the announcer asked the girl 
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about her ambition and plans for the 
future, everyone expected her to say 
that she would seek a career in the 
musical world. That would have been 
natural for a girl with such remarkable 
talent. But, to the astonishment of all 
who listened, the singer explained, “Oh, 
the woman that gave me the voice les- 
sons—I’d like to work for her all the 
rest of my life!” -Should not everyone 
redeemed with the precious blood of 
Christ say, “I’d like to live for Him the 
rest of my life!” 

The memory text is very appropriate 
for this lesson: “Deal courageously, and 
the Lord shall be with the good” (2 
Chron, 19:11). 


“2+ he sent... . Rip princes... @ 
teach in the cities of Judah” (2 Chron. 
17:7).—The king seemed to realize that 
the greatest blessing that could come 
to his subjects would be an understand- 
ing of the Word of God; hence he sent 
princes and Levites on a teaching mis- 
sion throughout his kingdom. 

Wherever the Scriptures are freely cir- 
culated, and openly taught, the people 
prosper; but wherever the Bible is a 
forbidden or neglected Book, superstition, 
ignorance, cruelty, and crime abound. 

It comes as no surprise to read after 
this, “And he went out again through 
the péople from Beer-sheba to mount 
Ephraim, and brought them back unto 
the Lord God of their fathers” (2 Chron, 
19:4). 

Launching the American Legion’s 
“Back to God” program President Eisen- 
hower said: “Without God, there could 
be no American form of government, nor 
an American way of life. Recognition 
of the Supreme Being is the first—the 
most basic—expression of Americanism. 
Thus the founding fathers saw it, and 
thus, with God’s help, it will continue 
to be.” ‘ 

He said the “founding fathers ex- 
pressed in words for all to read the ideal 
of government based upon human dig- 
nity,” and “recognizing God as the 
Author of individual rights, declared that 
the purpose of government is to secure 
those rights.” 

If people are really to be brought back 
to God, the Scriptures and the Lord 
Jesus must be given their proper place. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we aré in a series of 

ten lessons on the kings of Judah 
whose reigns extended over a period of 
about 368 years. These lessons deal 
with eight kings, all counted as rela- 
tively good, God-fearing rulers (except 
Rehoboam), though all made some mis- 
takes. All of them lived in difficult 
times, and it took real courage and wis- 
dom to combat the heathenism and idol- 
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atry that existed within the kingdom 
and on all sides. 

Our lesson today concerns one of the 
best of them, King Jehoshaphat, though 
he got into serious trouble. through as- 
sociation with a bad character, and it 
was only through the goodness of God 
that he was able to snap out of it and 
return to the higher level of loyalty to 
God to which he had attained in the 
earlier part of his reign. It is mainly 
his lapse of judgment, its results, and 
his recovery that we will talk about in 
this brief lesson period, for it closely 
resembles the pitfalls that you and I 
have to avoid today. 

Jehoshaphat made a fine start as king 
of Judah. He patterned his program 
after his great-great-great-grandfather 
David, and “sought to the Lord God of his 
father, and walked in his command. 
ments, and not after the doings of Is- 
rael.” Israel had gone over wholly to 
idolatry. “Therefore the Lord stablished 
the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah 
brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he 
had riches and honour in abundance.” 
He took away the high places and cast 
out the idols that some of his people 
still worshiped, and he organized the 
princes and the Levites and the priests 
into teams and they went throughout 
the kingdom, teaching the people God's 
laws. 

But Jehoshaphat “slipped” when he 
made an alliance with Ahab the king of 
Israel, and joined his army with that of 
Ahab to defeat Syria, their common 
enemy, with the result that the cam- 
paign was a complete failure, and Je- 
hoshaphat returned to Jerusalem, his 
capital. Jehu, one of God’s prophets, 
met him and rebuked him soundly for 
his mistake,.and Jehoshaphat took it like 
a man, for doubtless he was already 
conscience-smitten. 

Willing to acknowledge his mistake 
and to devote himself again to leading 
his people away from idolatry and to 
the worship of the true God, Jehoshaphat 
was further blessed of God, and when 
surrounding enemies combined their 
armies in overwhelming numbers against 
him, God in a miraculous way caused 
them to fight among themselves and 
destroy each other. Jehoshaphat in meet- 
ing the assault employed some of the 
most amazing tactics ever recorded in 
military annals. His trust in the Lord’s 
protection was so strong that he ordered 
his forces merely to go forth singing 
praises to God. When Jehoshaphat’s 
army reached the armies of Ammon and 
Moab and Mount Seir, “behold, they 
were all dead bodies fallen to the earth, 
and none escaped” (2 Chron. 20:23, 24). 
Another event in the world’s history that 
was partially similar to this was the fall 
of Jericho. 

The lesson, however, brings us a very 
definite warning against linking up with 
evil companions, or exposing ourselves 
to evil suggestions. You cannot look 
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upon an immoral picture without, sooner 
or later, slipping morally yourself. The 
Devil uses loose characters to charm us 
into disloyalty. He leads us into the 
love of things that make us neglect our 
privilege of being loyal servants of Jesus 
Christ. “And what agreement hath the 
temple-of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and 
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they shall be my people. Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you” (2 Cor. 6:16, 17). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


JEHOSHAPHAT, A MAN 
OF FAITH AND ACTION 


= lesson today is about Jehosha- 
phat, the fourth king of Judah. 
And what an interesting story his is! 
He seems to have been brought up in a 
godly home, and when grown up he 
kept right on in the ways of the Lord. 
Some people think such a life must be 
dull, but that is because they do not 
know how thrilling the life of faith is. 

What do you remember about King 
Asa, Jehoshaphat’s father? (He smashed 
idols. He won a great victory over the 
Ethiopians.) Yes, King Asa started the 
first revival in Judah by destroying the 
idols which had been made to please 
the heathen wives of King Solomon. Be- 
cause King Asa turned the people away 
from idolatry back to God, and then 
trusted the Lord, God gave him that 
great victory. 

Israel had come to fight against Judah 
during the latter part of Asa’s reign. 
So Jehoshaphat’s first act was to fortify 
Judah against Israel. Read 2 Chron- 
icles 17:1-6. Why was the Lord with 
Jehoshaphat? (Because he obeyed Him.) 
Correct. What was the result of this 
obedience to God? (Jehoshaphat had 
riches and honor in abundance.) When 
God’s people obey Him, blessing always 
follows. 

Jehoshaphat’s next act was to prepare 
for a setond revival in Judah. Idolatry 
had been stamped out as far as possible, 
but the people needed something more 
to build up their faith in the true and 
living God. Read 2 Chronicles 17:7-9 


to find out what the king did to bring | 


this about. (He sent Levites all over the 
country to teach the Word of God.) 
True. And these were directed by five 
princes of Judah. This was a govern- 
ment-directed return to the Law of 
Moses. Verses 10, 11 tell the result. 
(Peace.) Exactly so. Judah was a small 
country, yet because of this revival the 
surrounding nations were afraid to fight 
them. They knéw that the Lord was 
with Judah. Even their old enemies, 
the Philistines, brought tribute to them. 
Read verses 12, 13, and see how the 
teaching of the Word of God brought 
blessing to the whole country. 

We don’t have time to read chapter 
18 in class, but I am sure you girls 
would enjoy reading it at home. Large 
books have been written with less plot 
and action in them than you will find 
in just this one chapter of the Bible. 
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It tells of many false prophets, one true 
prophet, two great kings sitting together 
in royal splendor, a fierce battle, a dis- 
guised king, and Jehoshaphat’s narrow 
escape, and. it.even describes a scene in 
Heaven! The only thing in the eight- 
eenth chapter that we have time to speak 
of this morning is King Jehoshaphat’s 
great mistake in -his otherwise good 
reign. He accepted the friendship of 
wicked Ahab, king of the ten tribes. 
This may not sound very wrong, but it 
was a sad mistake, and caused the de- 
struction of many of Jehoshaphat’s de- 
scendants. Turn to 2 Corinthians 6:14 
and read it together. This was not yet 
written when Jehoshaphat lived, so he 
was not so much to blame as you or I 
would be doing such a thing today. For 
us it would be direct disobedience of our 
Lord’s ‘command. 

I know a Christian woman who is 
making a mistake somewhat like Je- 
hoshaphat’s. She Joves the Lord and 
would like to serve Him, but she is con- 
stantly with ungodly relatives and 
friends who will not listen to what she 
says about the Lord. Instead they get 
her to do things which weaken her 
testimony, and they keep her so busy 
doing things with them that she has no 
time to witness to others for her Lord. 
I hope she’ll see her mistake before it 
causes terrible results like Jehoshaphat’s 
did. 

Let us read 2 Chronicles 19:1-7. Here 
we find Jehoshaphat still bringing his 
people back to the Lord God of their 
fathers. What a noble undertaking! 
Notice also his charge to the judges of 
Judah. How I wish that every judge 
in our land made righteous decisions 
guided by the Lord! 

After King Jehoshaphat had foolishly 
gone to help Ahab in his war against 
Syria, the surrounding nations seem to 
have lost their fear of Judah which they 
had had in the days when the ‘whole 
kingdom was concentrated on the Word 
of God. 

Second Chronicles 20 tells of a great 
multitude of enemies combining to in- 
vade the land of Judah. Read chapter 
20:3, 4. Then Jehoshaphat prayed, re- 
minding the Lord of His power, and of 
His former deliverances of them. Now 


‘read verses 12, 13. What a lovely pic- 


ture: the king and all the families of 
Judah standing before the Lord, looking 


to Him for deliverance! Ther the Lord 


answered Jehoshaphat’s prayer through 
the Prophet Jahaziel. Read what he 
said in verses 15-17. 

When the king and the people heard 
this, they bowed themselves before the 
Lord and worshiped Him. Then the 
singers sang loudly the praises of the 
Lord. Read verses 20, 21. 

After the king had told the people to 
trust in the Lord for victory, he placed 
the choir in front of the army. They 
marched along unarmed, singing about 
the beauty of the Lord, His holiness, and 
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His mercy. I do not know of any other 
time in the history of the world when 
a sacred choir marched ahead of an 
army, singing the praises of the Lord. 
Not an arrow was shot at them, and not 
a weapon raised to protect them! While 
the Lord listened to their praises, He 
caused their enemies to fight one another 
until all of them were killed. All the 
Judean soldiers had to do was to carry 
home the spoil, and tell of the Lord’s 
victory. After they had gathered all 
the spoil, they had another praise meet- 
ing. Then they marched triumphantly 
back to Jerusalem with the king lead- 
ing the army. In Jerusalem another 
meeting was held in the magnificent 
Temple, built by Solomon, to thank and 
praise the Lord once again. 

Read verses 29, 30., Once more the fear 
of the Lord was on the surrounding 
nations, and the king and country en- 
joyed the quiet and peace which God 
alone can give. 

Jehoshaphat’s mistake warns us against 
being unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers, but his life as a whole is 
a joyful testimony to the’ blessing that 


follows faith, obedience, prayer, and 
praise, ° 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Traveling Teachers (2 Chron. 17:3-7, 9) 


OHANAN, just about your age, had 

never seen a Bible! One day fif- 
teen strangers arrived. Five of them 
were princes, two were priests from the 
Temple, and eight were Levites who 
helped in the Temple. They called all 
the people of the city to the big open 
space by the city gate. Johanan was 
right there, all eyes and ears! He saw 
Priest Elishama unroll a book, all writ- 
ten by hand. It was the Book of the 
Law, the very words of God! 

Prince Ben-hail told how King Jehosh- 
aphat had sent them with the Bible. 
Johanan’s sharp ears listened carefully 
while the Ten Commandments were read 
and explained. “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” You must not 
pray to Baal or Asherah, but to the 
Lord God. “Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any... image. . . . Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them.” You must 
not make golden calves to worship or 
Statues of Baal or wooden images of 
Asherah. That is why King Jehosha- 
phat has had them all broken down and 
taken away. 

God will punish us and our children 


-ifwe disobey Him. But He will be kind to 


us and our children if we love Him and 
keep His commandments. What a great 
victory our God gave us when King Asa 
prayed to Him, “Help us, O Lord our 
God; for we rest on thee”! His prophet 


promised, “The Lord is with you, while 
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ye be with him.” How often Johanan 
had heard his soldier grandfather tell 
about that! After teaching the people 
in this city, the teachers traveled on to 
another one. 

When Johanan had grown up to be a 
soldier himself, Jehoshaphat received 
news that the people of Ammon and 
Moab were coming around the end ot the 
Dead Sea into his country—a great mul- 
titude of men. Jehoshaphat was fright- 
ened. What could he do against so 
many? He prayed and he asked all his 
people to fast and pray. Johanan and 
the others, men, women, and little chil- 
dren, came to the Temple to ask God’s 
help. King Jehoshaphat himself led 
them in prayer. “O Lord God of our 
fathers, are You not God in Heaven? 
Do You not rule over all the countries 
on earth? Do You not have power and 
might so that no one can conquer You? 
Are You not our God who gave us this 
country? Now look! The people of 
Ammon and Moab have come to take our 
country. We are not strong enough to 
stop them. We do not know what to 
do. But we are looking to You.” 

All the people were standing there. 
Then suddenly God by His Spirit spoke 
to one of the Levites in the Temple, and 
he said: “Listen, all you people and King 
Jehoshaphat! This is what the Lord 
says: Do not be afraid or -worried by 
this big army. Tomorrow go out against 
them. They are coming by way of the 
cliff of Ziz. You will not need to fight, 
but stand and see the salvation of the 
Lord for you.” Jehoshaphat and the peo- 
ple bowed to the ground and worshiped 
the Lord, and the choir sang a loud song 
of praise. 

Early next morning the army started 
off; led by a choir in Temple robes, sing- 
ing, “Praise the Lord; for his mercy 
endureth for ever.” They came to a 
lookout. The valley and hillsides were 
covered with dead men! There had been 
a surprise attack, and the men of Am- 
mon and Moab got to fighting with each 
other and killed one another. Not one 
was left to fight with Jehoshaphat! 

“Hear instruction, and be wise, and 
refuse it not” (Prov. 8:33, Memory 
Verse). If Johanan visited us, he would 
not hear about Baal, Asherah, of golden 
calves. It might be fun, or earning 
money, or movies that seem more im- 
portant than God. But Johanan would 
say, “Put God first. It pays. And God 
can keep your country safer than atom 
bombs.” 


Orono, MAINE. 


~ 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 





50 brief readings full of the reas- 
suring faithand hope that can come 
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God’s presence. A book of prose 
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CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM Box SS, Highland, Illinois 











{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook”’} 


Book OF a Lifetime ... FOR a Lifetime 
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Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
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Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
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itis an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
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Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
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Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 

Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, 
touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manuscripts, 
and Early Christian Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fathers, 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther, 
and the Reformation. ; 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has 
anything like as much practical Biblical information, 
(Further particulars sent on request} 
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20th EDITION 
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POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK and BEST BIBLE VERSES 

are Combined into One, the HANDBOOK 
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956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
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As books now sell, it is still a genuine bargain.} 
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Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Boats—and People.—Deal courageously, 

and the Lord shall be with the good 
(2 Chron. 19:11, Golden Text). Some 
people are like rowboats: they have to 
be pulled wherever they go. Sometimes 
it is a hard struggle to keep them 
pointed in the right direction. Others 
are like sailboats. If the wind blows 
east that is their direction: if it blows 
west, they go that way. Of course, it 
is possible to “beat against the wind,” 
but they don’t often do it. They are in- 
clined to follow every wind of emotion 
and popular sentiment. Others are like 
steamboats. They can drive against 
wind and storm and tide, and in the 
face of great difficulties can keep an 
even course because they have the 
power within. Which do you resemble? 
Is your life ordered by the power of 
God?—From the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Different Objectives—But sought to 
the Lord God of his father, . 
(2 Chron. 17:4). Roger W. Babson said 
to the president of one of the South 
American republics: “I have been ob- 
serving why it is that South America 
with all its great natural advantages is 
so far behind North America. The for- 
ests of South America had 286 trees that 
could be found in no book of botany.” 
He mentioned the mines of iron, coal, 
copper, silver, gold, all those great rivers 
with water power which rivals Niagara’s. 
“Mr. President, what do you think is the 
reason?” He replied thoughtfully, “South 
America was settled by the Spanish, 
who came in search of gold: but North 
America was settled by the Pilgrim 
Fathers, who went there in search of 
God.”—From Prairie Overcomer, Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Thermostats or Thermometers?—More- 
over he took away .the high places and 
groves out of Judah (2 Chron. 17:6). 
A thermometer . . . hangs on the wall 
in a convenient place so that the occu- 
pants of the home can glance at it 
easily to ascertain the temperature of 
the room. A thermometer hangs alone— 
has no connection with anything else. 
It has no power to make the room hot 
or cold. It reflects its environment and 
adjusts itself to it. A thermostat looks 
much like a thermometer. It also hangs on 
the wall, but instead of being alone and 
individual it has connections—powerful 
connections. If it is hot, it has ways of 
making it cooler; and if it is cold, it has 
means by which to make it warm. In- 
stead of being affected by its environ- 
ment it changes its environment. In 
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brief, a thermostat does something about 
its surroundings while a thermometer 
adjusts itself to its environment. There 
is a vast difference. People can be clas- 
sified into thermometers and thermo- 
stats. Thermometer personalities are 
chameleons, adjusters, compromisers. 
They always take on the color, climate, 
morality, and spirituality of the group 
they are with. They merely reflect their 
environment. They do nothing to change 
it. Thermostat personalities are changers, 
reformers, leaders, transformers. They 
are not satisfied with the status quo. 
They are not complacent, unconcerned, 
unburdened, and indifferent. Things and 
conditions must improve. So, something 
begins to happen—they have connections. 
They do their human part, but they also 
send an impulse—a prayer to God—to 
the powerhouse above—“We need help. 
Things must be different. The moral 
and spiritual climate must change. It 
is too cold, frigid, and freezing. We 
must have power, fire, heat.to meet, 
burn, and change our world—our nation 
—our churches.” Thermostats get things 
done. Thermometers surrender to con- 
ditions.—From Dr. Russell V. DeLong, in 
Way of Life Journal. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 

Why Not Speak of Him to Others?— 
Also in the third year of his reign he 
sent his princes . . . to teach in the 
cities of Judah (2 Chron. 17:7). Jehosha- 
phat was not like the prominent busi- 
nessman’s friend. The businessman ex- 
pressed the desire for something real 
in life, to which the friend asked, “How 
about God? He is very real to seme 
of us.” “Well,” said the businessman, 
“if He is, why don’t all of you begin to 
make Him real to the rest of us? He 
can’t be very real to most Christians or 
they wouldn't succeed so well in keep- 
ing Him out of their conversations.”— 
From Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


Not Beneath ‘His Dignity.—He sent to 
his princes ... and they taught in Judah, 
and had the book of the law (2 Chron. 
17:7, 9). A French king was found one 
day instructing the son of his cook in 
the Scriptures. When  remonstrated 
with for demeaning himself, he replied, 
“It was not beneath the dignity of my 
Saviour to die for him; it cannot be be- 
neath my dignity to teach him that fact.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


One Man’s Influence.—He went out 
again through the people ... and 
brought them back unto the Lord God 
of their fathers (2 Chron. 19:4). It was 
told that once durihg the American 
Civil War, a detachment of Sheridan’s 
men, caught in a tight corner, broke and 
fled and galloped away for their lives; 
and just then Sheridan himself came 
riding up. Taking in the situation at a 
glance, he rose in his stirrups, waved 
his sword above his head, and shouted, 
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“Men, we are going the other way!” 
Whereupon the fleeing host stopped 
dead, and for a moment there was not 
a sound; but then-with a great cry they 
turned, wheeled in their tracks, and 
smashed their way back to victory. One 
man’s influence—From “The Gates of 
New Life,” by James S. Stewart. Sent 
by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


No Respect of Persons.—Nor respect 
of persons (2 Chron. 19:7). “Mr. Bou- 
den an eminent surgeon was one day 
sent for by the Cardinal du Bois, prime 
minister of France, to perform a very 
serious operation upon him. The Car- 
dinal on seeing him enter the room said 
to him, “You must not expect to treat 
me in the same rough manner that you 
treat your poor miserable wretches at 
your hospital of the Hotel Dieu.” “My 
Lord,” replied the surgeon, with great 
dignity, “everyone of those miserable 
wretches, as your Eminence is pleased 
to cal] them, is a prime minister in my 
eyes."—From Biblical Illustrator. Sent 
by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


FTER King Asa died (Teacher: re- 

member to review last week’s les- 
son carefully), his son became king. And 
his sOn’s name was Jehoshaphat. Let's 
repeat his name so we make sure we 
have it. What was it again? Again? 
Jehoshaphat. King Jehoshaphat was 
fortunate to have such a good father as 
he had. And when he became king, 
Jehoshaphat determined that he would 
rule his people and live the kind of 
life that would please God. He knew 
that only as he and his people did the 
things that God wanted them to do, 
would they have God’s blessing. And 
that showed he was wise. 

The Bible tells us that the Lord God 
was with King Jehoshaphat because he 
obeyed God. He did not have to obey 
God. God did not force him to do so. 
He obeyed God because he wanted to. 
And that pleased God. Jehoshaphat 
wanted to live right in God’s sight. And 
then he wanted the people of his land 
also to live right. 

Many of the people in his land probably 
wanted to worship the false idols. It 
would have been easier to bow down be- 
fore dead idols and pray than to have to 
confess their sin to the living God, and 
seek to live pleasing to Him. King 
Jehoshaphat’s people (some of them, at 
least) probably would have been much 
happier if he had not done anything 
about their false gods. But the Bible 
clearly tells us that King Jehoshaphat 
had nothing to do with make- believe 
gods (2 Chron. 17:3). 

Because of that, God blessed Jehosha- 
phat. And many of his people brought 
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him expensive presents, so that he had 
much, much money. And he had honor, 
too. His people really loved him, you 
see. Even though some of the people 
might have preferred that he allow them 
to worship their idols that could not 
see or hear or handle anything, they 
really respected King Jehoshaphat. They 
knew that they could trust him. He 
obeyed God, and he was happy! 

But King Jehoshaphat did something 
that was extra special. He knew that 
his people’s hearts needed changing. And 
he knew that they needed to know the 
Word of God. So he very wisely sent 
out a group of:princes and priests to 
teach the people the Law of the Lord. 
These men took the first five books of 
our Bible (which was the only Bible 
that was written at that time). They 
went up and down and around the land 
teaching God’s Word to all of King Je- 
hoshaphat’s people. Whenever anyone 
makes it his business to see that others 
hear the Word of God, God is always 
pleased. Are you obeying God by tell- 
ing others about Him and about His 
precious Son, the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Among Us Teachers: The names of 
these Old Testament kings about whom 
we are studying (and will be studying 
in the coming five months) are hard to 
say. They are hard to remember. But 
do not hesitate to teach these names to 
your Primary children. Say them slowly 
and have the children repeat them after 
you several times, the first time you use 
the name. Be sure to review these les- 
sons. Take time to go over the lessons 
that were learned from the lives of the 
kings about whom we have previously 
studied. If you will review faithfully 
each week, you will be delighted to hear 
your youngsters (perhaps as their part 
in the Children’s Day exercises) tell 
what lesson they remember in connec- 
tion with each king. 

In studying for this lesson I was re- 
minded of something that is attributed 
to the famous Scottish preacher, Rob- 
ert Murray McCheyne. He said, speaking 
of the flock over which he was pastor, 
“What my people need more than any- 
thing else is my own personal holiness.” 
Take time to reflect right now, Teacher. 
Think about the Sunday school teachers 
who taught you during your childhood 
days. Think hard. Can you remember 
a particular lesson that you learned? Do 
you remember much of what your teach- 
ers said? Think about your teachers. 
Can you remember how they lived? I 
can. But what they said cannot be re- 
called. The lessons that we teach are 
important. It is by saying the same 
thing again and again, bringing out the 
same truths repeatedly by using various 
Bible lessons, that finally these impor- 
tant lessons find their way into the 
hearts of our dear children. (Remem- 
ber Isa. 28:9, 10.) 

But if the lessons may seem hard for 
your children to learn, make doubly 
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Will TRACTS HELP ? 


When trouble, sorrow, 
need or any other adver- 
sity afflicts your friends, 
be ready with a tract 
equal to the occasion. 
Many keep a variety on 
hand for sowing as seed 
in harrowed hearts. 











Beautiful—in Colors! 


Friends and others will wel- 
come them and in turn use 
them to help others. They 
meet common problems: 
"Why | Go to Church," "How 
to Pray,"" "One Church, Why 
many Denominations?** 
“Something for Nothing,” 
“Are You Movie Minded?” 
“An Alarming X-Ray," etc. 
lead naturally to the Bible 
for further guidance. 


Send $1 for a large 
supply of many fine 
tracts and booklets. 


BACK T0 GOD TRACT COMMITTEE 


47 JEFFERSON AVENUE 
Grand Rapids 2 Michigan 
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certain that your life is teaching 
volumes. They are watching you every 
day. Remember, what your children 
need is for you to live a consistent,. godly 
life (1 Pet, 1:15, 16). 
LANCASTER, Pa, 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 309) 


1. David, despite his falls, maintained 
his fellowship with God to the end, while 
Asa’s last years were clouded. 


2. The menace of an aggressive mili- 
tary power to the north—Israel (2 Chron. 
Fv: 3). 

3. By regular instruction in the Law 
of the Lord (17:7-9). 

4. Princes, Levites, and priests (17: 
7, 9). 
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YOUR VACATION THIS YEAR 
CAN BE THE BEST EVER AT 


SACANDAGA 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


On the Lake at 
Broadalbin, N. Y. 
For the whole family 


Excellent Food 
Comfortable Rooms 
Directed Sports Program 
Inspiring messages by such well-known 
speakers as: 
Dr. V. R. Edman, President, 

Wheaton College 
Dr. John Walvoord, President, 

Dallas Theological Seminary 

Dr. Clarence Mason, Dean, 
Senge. Philadelphia Bible dastitute 
* FREE—Pastors’ Conference 

, June 27, 28, 29 
Write today for illustrated folder giving 
complete program, to: ‘ 
Arthur J. Johnston, Director 

Broadalbin, N. Y. 
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When answering advertisements please 
mention THe SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs. 
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5. By making a personal tour of the 
realm, teaching the law of the Lord 
(19: 4). 


6. The judicial branch (19:5-7). 
7. The fear of the Lord (19:7). 


8. Perversion of justice (iniquity), re- 
spect of persons, and bribery (19:7). 


9. Courting the friendship of the un- 
godly. 


10. Military (2 Chron. 18), commercial 
(20: 35-37), and marital (21:5, 6). 


ELMHvrRST, ILL. 
we 


” Arthur Rendle Short: .. . ” 
(Continued from second page) 


the fire against the wall in the Inter- 
preter’s House, grows and survives in 
spite of the cold water thrown upon it 
so plentifully, because secretly it is fed 
with divine oil.” The Unions had very 
humble beginnings and were very poor. 
He spoke for them in addition to the 
British universities, at ‘Oslo, Stockholm, 
Helsinki, Uppsala, and Budapest, also 
in 1939, when hundreds of students from 
thirty nations gathered at Cambridge. 
Aberdeen, London, and Birmingham 
elected him as their own vice-president. 

“It will be by his influence on stu- 
dents,” say his biographers, “that he 
will be longest remembered. He proved 
to be one of the most successful of a 
group of speakers. His strength lay 
chiefly in the use of his extensive gen- 
eral scientific knowledge, particularly 
in archaeology, Biblical linguistics, biol- 
ogy, geology, and all the subjects which 
are related to an intensive study of the 
Bible. Knowing Greek, he had also 
taught himself Hebrew for greater com- 
petence. He remained, throughout his 
life, convinced that the theologians had 
needlessly permitted the Bible to be dis- 
credited in the popular mind. They had 
allowed a false use of scientific inves- 
tigation to give the appearance that the 
Bible was mistaken. Rendle Short, as 
his book, ‘Modern Discovery and the 
Bible,’ reveals, had a deep, scientifically 
held confidence both in the accuracy and 
the message of the Bible. He saw no 
incompatibility between the Christian 
faith and accurately verified scientific 
knowledge. He was intellectually, as 
well as emotionally and morally, con- 











Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 


**7 he Gospel to the Man Farthest Back’’ 


In the Rocky Mountain States, there are whole counties with not even 
a Protestant church; a condition that cannot be ignored. We endeavor, 
through an independent, faith ministry, to reach families in logging, 
stock-raising, and rural farming areas, with a simple Gospel testimony. 
Your gifts make this ministry possible, through our nine workers now on 


the field. A copy of our TRAIL BLAZER will be mailed free at your 
request. 
Harold A. DeGroff, Superintendent Box 421 Boise, Idaho 


Our ministry is 
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vinced of the absolute truth of the Chris- 
tian revelation found in the Bible.” 

“The small service I have been seek- 
ing to render,” said Dr. Short, “is to 
provide demonstration that, if we ven- 
ture to take the Bible at its face value, 
we shall not need to be hypocrites, pre- 
tending to believe what we know to be 
contrary to facts, nor need we shun all 
human learning and research as though 
they were of the Devil: The evidence 
does not compel us. On the other hand, 
we are not bound to regard human 
achievements as sacrosanct and infal- 
lible. Theories come and: theories go; 
old editions of scientific textbooks fetch 
very small money in the sec@nd-hand 
bookshops. The Bible survives them all.” 

Many a student between the two world 
wars, whose feet had begun to slip be- 
cause of an unresolved intellectual con- 
flict, was restored to terra firma by Ren- 
dle Short. 

Thus he wrote to students: “The Bible 
would be useless if it were just another 
book of man’s imaginations. It must be 
a divine revelation. It shows us what 
God is like in the character, work, and 
teaching of Jesus Christ and above all 
in his passion. We shall not argue about 
Him. He was what man, after seeing 
Him, instinctively knows what God is 
like. He was what God desired man to 
be like. There is scarcely anything to 
be learned about Him outside the New 
Testament. And the New Testament 
stands deeply rooted in the Old. In the 
Alps there is a little circular church with 
Statues of the twelve apostles ranged 
around its wall, all pointing with finger 
to Christ, as He is portrayed emerging 
from the tomb on Easter morning. Writ- 
ten above is the text, ‘To Him give all 
the prophets witness.’” 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 1 


One Vocation Out of 20,000 Choices 
(1 Cor. 7:7; 12:1-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ITH the thought that, within a few 

weeks, many young people will be 
graduating either from high school or 
from college and facing a decision with 
regard to their life work, this first Sun- 
day in May has been designated as 
Vocations Day. Many of them will have 
had vocational guidance along the edu- 
cational paths they have been following. 
Some of this may have been on a very 
high moral, social, and economic level, 
but if we can help these young people, 
through our young people’s society, to 
consider the spiritual side of determining 
their life work we shall have performed 
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Lesson for May 1 


a very real Christian service. Let us 
plan this meeting, then, with a view 
to emphasizing the rightful claim that 
God has on every young person’s time 
and talents, and let us make clear and 
plain the way in which any sincere per- 
son can find out, first of all, what it is 
that God wants him to do, and then 
how he can make usd of the help that 
God has for everyone who will earnestly 
seek and follow His will. 


First, it should be emphasized that 
God, as our Creator, knows best what 
we are suited to do. He knows our 
hearts and our thoughts (Psa, 139: 1-4). 
He knows our special talents and abil- 
ities, for He has given them to us (Psa. 
139: 14-16), and He foreknows our abil- 
ity to respond in the right way to or to 
be endangered by material success or 
hardship, praise or criticism (John 2: 
24, 25). 

4 

What is more, God has already map- 
ped out a plan for our lives, no two 
of which are alike (Eph. 2:10). Only 
in that plan can we reach the highest 
and best that He has for us. Apart from 
that plan we may find success, as the 
world counts it, but we can never find 
the highest in Christian joy and bless- 
ing. 

ge 

It is the most reasonable thing in the 
world, since God has created us and 
endowed us and drawn up the best pos- 
sible plan for us to follow, that He should 
be willing to reveal that plan to us. His 
Word tells us that He will do just. this, 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5). Nevertheless He asks 
that we meet certain simple conditions 
in order to ascertain His plan. It is not 
available to those. who, merely out of 
curiosity, want to know what God’s plan 
is for their lives so that they may then 
decide whether or not they will follow 
it. God asks each of us, first of all, to 
present his whole being to Him as a 
living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). His Word 
points out that this is a reasonable thing 
to do, for in His mercy He has redeemed 
us through the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross in our place. He 
has bought us as well as created us (1 
Cor. 6:19, 20), and we are not our own. 
To yield ourselves to God unreservedly 
and completely is reasonable also be- 
cause it is the means that makes it 
possible for God to pour into our lives 











Advertising brings new things te the 
reader’s attention and teaches him how 
te use them. You will find in the 
weekly advertising columns eof The 
Sunday School Times many helpful 
hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
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1955 SEASON 
June 12 « Sept.5 


* Wholesome fun for the entire family 


* Meet and hear nationally-known Bible expositors 


* Three big weeks of camps for boys and girls 


* You'll enjoy the Christ.an fellowship—make new friends 


* Splendid hotel accommodations 
* Excellent food—reasonable rates, too! 
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The “Action” Series 


64 pages of favorite gos- 
and choruses 
and girls in 
each of these three books: 


NO. 1 includes songs like: 
Fishers of Me 
Heavenly Sunshine 

NO. 2 includes songs like: 
Deep and Wide 
Noah and the Ark 

NO. 3 includes songs like: 
Everybody Ought to 

Know, . etc. 


Size 6" x 9". Paper cover, 


35¢; 3—$1. 


Books or Hamdcrafé ror BOYS AND GIRLS 


Things a Boy Can Do 
Things a Girl Can Do 
Things a Boy Can Make 
a Girl Can Moke Ree 
«<. 


261 Handcrafts and 
= Fun for Little Ones 


By Eleanor Doan. In- 
cluded are complete in- 
structions illustrated for 
the making of useful 
and usable handcrafts 
such as aquariums, 
aprons, baskets, bird 
houses, etc. Especially 
designed for primary 
agé children, these hand- 
crafts are both easy to 
do and rewarding. The 
child will be proud of 
his work and will be 
able to use it construc- 
tively in playroom and 
home. Size 75g” x 10%” 
Paper, $1.50 


Mogg 


Singspiration Song & Chorus Books 
for Boys And Girls 












Pocket Songster 
63 fine hymns and 
choruses inclading 
such singable num- 
bers as: 

Trust and Obey 
Jesus Saves 

Love Lifted Me 


Mw t by M 





Available in two 


handy sizes: 
wae EDITION 
5%’ 2 7%” , 30¢ 
$25.00 per 100 
MITE EDITION 
3%” x5%", 15¢ 
$12.50 per 100 


Things 
By Vernon and 
Carolyn Howard 
Included in each book- 
let are 28 illustrated 
handcrafts and activi- 
ties for boys and girls 
—both indoors and out 
of doors. The instruc- 
tions are simple and 
easy to follow. The 
handcrafts themselves 
are useful. The activi- 
ties. are wholesome 
and lots of fun. 
Paper, each, 50¢ 


Postage and Packing Extra 
Complete illustrated DVBS Catalog FREE 


These helpful and usable books available at your religious , i or 





on request. 
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THIS BOOK MAY BE HAD 


without money cost 


for only FIVE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $1 each. This offer applies to subscribers in the United 
States only. 


THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by Edgar finstie 


Because of the keen interest 
of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
published recently in The 
Sunday School Times has 
been brought out in book 
form, to sell for $2. 





Readers of the series have said: 

“They are so helpful in understand- 
ing this ‘Book of Mystery.’” 

“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 





“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 
readers may be able to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 





HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
FIVE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
U.S.A. dollars). 


In what better way could you show your regard and thought- 
fulness to a number of acquaintances than by making it possible 
for them to receive the TIMES? 


+ 
A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (G@anada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 18-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every five subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 









(We are sorry, but because of foreign customs restrictions this book 
offer is limited to those residing in the United States and its possessions.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13thStreet + + + Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


ee $$$! 
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immeasurable blessing and enabling, and 
it is the doorway through which He 
guides us into the very center of His 
perfect will (Rom. 12:2). 


se 

‘Now we know that, in Bible times, 
God often revealed His will to man by 
some miraculous:event, or some angelic 
visitation, or by some spoken word. Let 
us not mistakenly expect any such ex- 
perience today, for God has given us 
His written Word to direct us and guide 
us. We shall not find in it any state- 
ment that we are to become an architect, 
or a concert pianist, or a lawyer, and 
the like, but we will find in it those 
principles that will guide us surely and 
certainly into the will of God, and we 
will find there those admonitions and 
warnings that will keep us from enter- 
ing into paths that are contrary to His 
will. The great difficulty that most 
young people have in being guidéd in 
this way is that they do not really 
know and study God’s Word. A few 
verses hastily snatched before jumping 
into bed at night is not conducive to 
very clear guidance. 


+4 

In addition to His Word, God today 
often uses the counsel of trusted Chris- 
tian friends. The emphasis should be 
upon the word “Christian.” It is a dan- 
gerous thing to follow the counsel of 
the ungodly (Psa, 1:1), or to heed those 
who are scornful of the Word of God. 


se 

Sometimes God guides into His will 
through providential circumstances when 
we are earnestly seeking to know what 
He would have us do through prayer 
and through the reading of the Word. 
He will close the one door and open 
another if we will quietly and patiently 
wait for Him to do so (Psa, 37:5-7). 


se 

When we have completely yielded 
ourselves to God and have not come to 
Him merely to get Him to bless our 
plans, God very often uses our own pref- 
erences and aptitudes to direct us into 
His will. If we have special talents and 
abilities in one direction, God often uses, 
these in working out His plan for us. 
But we need to be sure in such cases 
that the desire to use natural abilities 
comes from Him and is not of our own 
will. It is not safe to be guided solely 
by our own ability or preference. God 
uses all these means together and none 
of them apart from or contrary to His 
Word. God has promised to give us the 
desires of our hearts (Psa, 37:4), but 
in some cases this means that He puts 
into our hearts the desire to do what He 
wants us to do, rather than that He 
grants a purely selfish wish. 

ye 

The discussion of certain questions 

may help the young people in your 
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group to think straight in this matter 
of choosing a vocation. Here are just 
a few: 

What are my home responsibilities? 
Can God bless my choice of a vocation 
if it involves ignoring such responsibil- 
ities, or unloading them upon another? 










What are my natural aptitudes and 
preferences? Are they so yielded to 
God that He can use them? 

What preparation or training will be 
needed in the vocation that I have in 
mind? Can I finance such preparation 
by my own efforts? 

Is the vocation toward which I am 
boking an honest, honorable one, that 
Will be of service to men? 

'® How will the vocation of which I am 
"4 inking enable me to serve God? Will 
hinder me from serving Him in any 

Way? 2 

What is my real objective in the vo- 
eation of which I am thinking? Is it, 
fhst of all, to please self or to please 
God? 

\ PHILADELPHIA, 


; 
7 
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Christian Fellowship Group 
in Beautiful Surroundings 


FTER a thrilling and magnificent 
ride on the narrow-gauge White 
Pass and Yukon Railway from Skag- 
way to Carcross, members of the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour will board the 
paddle-wheel steamer Tutshi for an over- 
night journey down Lake Tagish and 
West Taku Arm. The beauties of this 
trip can no more be adequately described 
than one could give in cold type a de- 
scription of a _ beautiful painting or 
statue, and convey to the reader any 
of the beauties of the work. The entire 
voyage is on mountain lakes of a beauty 
of setting and color unsurpassed any- 
where in the world, so we are told by 
world voyagers. Vistas of lakes and 
mountains beyond, a hundred miles in 
extent; mountains rising sheer from the 
water’s edge, towering a mile in the air; 
reflections of mountains on the smooth 
surface of the lakes when the wind is 
still, that would put to shame the finest 
French plate mirror in existence; snow- 
capped peaks, whole ranges of them, 
back as far as the eye can see; glaciers 
of stupendous size; wide-spreading val- 
leys, with their sides a riot of color, 
resembling a _ painter’s palette with 
colors splashed everywhere—all of these 
are seen. The scene changes constantly 
as the Tutshi steams along in the bright, 
lazy sunlight of the summer afternoon. 
Daylight lingers here, and the early 
morning reflections of mountains, when 
the air is still and a hush seems to en- 
fold the world, is well ‘worth an early 
rising to behold. Then, too, moose may 
be seen swimming. 

At the very tip of the West Taku Arm 
is a delightful surprise. Here, many 
years ago, a gold miner built a home 
for his wife and surrounded it with a 
magnificent garden. He called it “Ben- 
My-Chree,” or “Girl of My Heart.” The 
garden -has been maintained, and here 
today in the summer season one can find 
some forty varieties of flowers that 


.spring into profusion and amazing size 


as soon as the winter snows have melted. 
There will be opportunity for the party 
to go ashore and visit this garden in 
the wilderness. 

All of this is a never-to-be-forgotten 
interlude in the nine-and-one-half-day 
cruise in the Inland Waters. Stops will 
be made at Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka, 
Prince Rupert, and Ocean Falls, where 
opportunity will be given members of 
the Tour party to visit quaint shops, 
museums, and totem-pole parks. Also 
included in this year’s tour is a full day 
at Salt Lake City; Great Salt Lake; 
Bryce National Park; Zion National 
Park; Columbia River Highway, with 
stops at Bonneville Dam and Multnomah 
Falls; Seattle; Portland; Victoria; and 
Vancouver, B. C.; and overnight at Mt. 
Rainier. 

A folder is ready giving all details and 
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costs. The tour starts from Chicago 
July 5, returning to Chicago, July 29. 
Inquiries should be addressed to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, who will accompany the tour 
throughout. 
ve 


For Family Worship 
_ By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 25 to May 1 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 17:1-10. 
Jéhoshaphat’s Reign. 


PRAYER SvucGcEsTIONs: “The Lord was 
with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in 
the first ways of his father David, and 
sought not unto Baalim.” The reign of 
Jehoshaphat sparkled with. divine bless- 
ing. Signs of the personal interest of 
God in His reign were many and’ mar- 
velous. He had great victories, and some 
narrow escapes from spiritual disaster by 
divine interpositions, but God had to 
keep a tight reign on him all through 
his reign. How is it with your life be- 
fore the Lord? Pray fora definite Bible- 
reading revival, for yourself and God’s 
people universally. 


Tues.—1 Kings 22:1-12. 
Zedekiah’s False Prophecy. 
PRAYER SuccesTIons: “Zedekiah the son 
of Chenaanah.” This man was a prophet 
of Baal. While he employed the name 
lord he did not mean our Lord, but “my 
lord Baal.” He had four hundred other 
prophets of Baal to nod their heads to 
his false counsel, and to echo the same. 
But numbers did not impress good King 
Jehoshaphat, who wanted the word of 
the prophet of Jehovah. One man with 
the Word of God is better than ten thou- 
sand with the words of their own evil 
hearts, Are you keen for the Word of 
the Lord? Pray for a lasting hunger 
for the Word of God, for yourself, your 
family, and friends. 


Wed.—1 Kings 22:13-28. 
Micaiah, the True Prophet. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “And Micaiah 
said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak.” Even 
with the truth of God in his heart and 
upon his lips, Micaiah got a poor hear- 
ing from King Ahab. He seemed to 
fail; but time bears witness not only to 
his great success, but to the honor ob- 
tained from God. “Speak the truth and 
shame the Devil” is good advice for all 
who teach and preach God’s truth, Pray 
for Spain. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 22:29-40. 
Prophecy Fulfilled. 

Prayer Succestions: “So the king died 

- according unto the word of the 


oe 















320 (20) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for May 1) April 16, 1955 





25,000,000 





Box 3475T 


“Evangelize China” Fellowship 
An Established and Growing Faith Work 
that merits your prayers and your gifts. 

We are Doing what the World is Saying 
MUST be Done in the Field of Missions. 


Chinese outside the mainland. 


For complete information write 


Headquarters 
Portiand 8, Oregon 
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theological book catalog 
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© THE VILLAGE OF LOVE 


Teach precious truths while they 
build a Village of Love! 


teachers. Stories, songs, diagrams, 
flannelgraph suggestions, lessons 
for each day. 75¢ each 
? b. Workbook — for beginners and 
primaries. Pictures to color, mem- 
ory work, puzzles, questions, etc. 
15¢ each 
ce. Handwork Packet — for juniors 
and intermediates. Instructions for 
building a Village of wood. Mate- 
rials for a cardboard Village. 









in your Daily Vacation 


work, memory work, closing program, etc. 


whirled. 10 Scripture references on back. 
SEND FOR OUR FREE SPRING CATALOG... 
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Bible School 





» Choose one of these 3 exciting programs — 


XQ 


each a COMPLETE 2-week course 


@ HANDBOOK OF THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 
a. Manual — for director and Lesson materials based on Old Testament stories, 


Life of Christ and Early Apostolic History in 
the Life of Paul. 


a. Course schedule —- for director. Handwork and 
graded lessons for ages 4 to 18 in ready-to-use 
scheduled form. $2.50 each 
b. Departmental Manuals—for individual teachers 
of juniors, intermediates, seniors, (State which 
group). 75¢ each 
c. My Workbook — for ages 4 to 14 (State ages). 
16 pages of questions, color work, handwork — 


35¢ each graded for each age, 15¢ each 
“ 
© TEN BIBLE BEES Bible stories teach Christian virtues such 
~ as honesty, kindness, ete. 
a. Manual — for teachers. Lessons, flannelboard work, hand- 


$2.00 each 


b. Workbook — for children. Color' work, puzzles, questions 
and ‘answers. 15¢ each 
¢. Humming Buzzing Bee — An exciting award, hums when 


10¢ each 
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1517 NORTH THIRD STREET © HARRISBURG, PA. 


i of DVBS materials, 


| prizes and equipment. 
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" for a complete selection 
















































Lord which he spake.” No word of God 
is vain. It always accJmplishes the 
thing whereunto the Lord sends it. And 
all who neglect to live daily in the Word 
of God find that numerous evils dog 
their footsteps all through life. And 
those who read, mark, and meditate in 
the Scriptures find their life is green 
and fresh and that God prospers their 
words, ‘ways, and deeds. Ahab found 
out that» his false prophets were his 
worst enemies, and Micaiah was the best 
adviser he had in that hour of decision. 
Pray for a Bible-heeding revival in your 
church and community. 


Fri.—2 Chronicles 19. 
Jehu Rebukes Jehoshaphat, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Shouldest thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that 
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon 
thee from before the Lord.” The re- 
buke was humbly accepted by Jehosha- 
phat. And he profited by it. He not 
only repented but went out over the 
kingdom and brought the people back 
unto the Lord God of their fathers. 
“Open ‘rebuke is better than secret love.” 
“He that rebuketh a man afterwards 
shall find more favour than he that flat- 
tereth with the tongue.” This is a time 
when multitudes in our churches need 
to be rebuked for helping the ungodly. 
Pray that you may escape the snare that 
caught good King Jehoshaphat. 


Sat.—2 Chronicles 20:5-13. 
The King’s Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “O our God, wilt 
thou not judge them? for we have no 
might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we 
what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.” 
The prayer of the king was humble, 
earnest, Scriptural, wholehearted, and 
offered in faith, Whén‘you are in trou- 
ble observe these things in your suppli- 
cations. . he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him” (Heb. 11:6). Pray that you may 
regularly and frequently cry out to God 
for help for holy living and success in 
work for Him. 


Sun.—1 Kings 22:41-50. 
The End of a Godly King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Buried with 
his fathers in the city of David.” The 
reign of Jehoshaphat was good. He 
followed in the good ways of his 
father Asa. He had some imperfec- 
tions, and God has left warning sig- 


nals for us at these points of danger, 


that we may escape those perils. The 
things written aforetime were writ- 
ten for our learning and edification. 
But these God-given written lessons 
will be of no help to us unless we 
know them, and take them to heart, | 
and practice the holy lessons. Pray. 
that you may more frequently have , 
the ministry of the Spirit in bringing 





God’s Word in hours of need. Fj 
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